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IINTRODUCTION
Statement of the Problem
Mass media accounts ofrapes,robberies,drugs,
guns,shootings, and other acts of crimeand violence
insideschoolsoron school property areshocking.
Parents send children to school to improvetheir minds,
not to expose them to danger.In most public schools,
as well as in the overwhelming majority ofprivate and
parochial schools, this expectationof an orderly rou-
tine is taken for granted. However,the traditional
perception and expectation thatschools are safe places
for students is changing.
It is unfortunate for manyteenagers that school is
a place of fear, not a safe haven in whichto embrace
the three R's.Students pack knives, pistols, anddrugs
along with pens, pencils, andpaper; frequently, vio-
lence erupts in lunch lines, hallways,and in the bath-
rooms.It is no wonder, then, that thereis increasing
concern about improving the safety ofour schools and
returning to a more healthy educationalenvironment.
Thisresearchwillrespondtothisconcern by
initiating the development ofa usable nomenclature to
help provide a better understandingof the language of
crime, violence, drugs, andgangs used by students in2
the school environmentas well as that language used by
those in the criminal justicesystem working with the
private and public schools andparents.
Purpose of the Research
The purpose of this research istwofold.First,
the researcher will examine unpublishedand published
historical and statistical data,and present findings
and conclusions which relateto the prevalence of school
crime and violence.
Secondly,theresearcher will developausable
nomenclatureto better understand and deal withthe
problem of crime and violence inthe nation's private
and public schools.
The particular significance ofthis research is
that a teacher, counselor,parent, or school adminis-
trator will beableto better understand the nomen-
clature of crime and violenceasit relatesto the
schoolenvironment. Abetter understandingofthe
language and/or nomenclature of crime,violence, drugs,
and gangs used by students inthe school setting will
assist the educational systemto deal in a more sys-
tematic manner with the criminaljustice system that
deals with these problems in thenation's schools.
Scope of the Research
1. This research is primarily concernedwith the
nomenclature of crime and violence.3
2. The period of study is limited to thetime
frame 1980 to 1990.
3. Thediscussionofthenomenclatureof
students' behavior includes those acts thatare criminal
and which would cause the school to takesome form of
administrative or legal action.
4. Thisresearchdoesdevelopaglossaryof
terms, phrases, names, expressions, slang,which inter-
pret the language used by the criminaljustice system
and the students.
5. This research will providean introduction to
the criminal justice system.It will further provide
information on crime, violence, fear, drugs,gangs, and
related eventsthatare commonplaceinthe nation's
private and public schools.
6. This research will providea working glossary
concerned with the language used bystudents and the
language used by professionals in the criminaljustice
system.
Need for the Research
1. Thereisan absenceofuniformityinand
understanding of the nomenclature usedby the criminal
justice system.
2. Thereisan absenceofuniformityinand
understanding of the nomenclature usedbetween and in
the educational system.4
3. Thereisan absenceofuniformityinand
understanding of the nomenclature used between and in
the educational system and the criminal justicesystem
that interacts with the educational system.
4. Thereisanabsenceofacomprehensive
source(s) regarding the prevalence of school crimeand
violence because many criminalactsare reported to
official sources other than the policeor other agencies
of the criminal justice system.5
IIAN OVERVIEW OF THE AMERICAN SYSTEM
OF CRIMINAL JUSTICE
The main system of legitimate control in Americais
the criminal justice system.Conceptually speaking, the
PreambletotheConstitution referstothe criminal
justice system as second only to the politicalsystem.
In the Preamble to the Constitution, reference ismade
to the criminal justice system before those of defense,
general welfare, or liberty.The Preamble states:
"We the people of the United States, in orderto
form a more perfect union, establish justice,
insuredomestictranquility,provideforthe
common defense, promote the general welfare, and
secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves and
ourposterity,doordainandestablishthis
Constitution for the United States of America."
(Government Manual, 1989)
Asclearlyunderstoodfromthewordingofthe
Preamble, the basic goals of thenew nation were sur-
vival,stability, and progress.The criminal justice
system is,therefore,a set of components which work
together to achieve the common goals ofjustice and
domestic tranquility.The components of this systemare
police agencies, prosecutorial agencies,courts, correc-
tional agencies, and rehabilitative agencies.Further-
more,the criminal justice system in Americamay be
regarded as a super-system which is difficultto observe
in its entirety.However, the actions of this system
are clearly visible; offenders are arrested, chargesare
pressed, indictments are handed down,court sessions are6
convened, verdicts are reached,incarcerated criminals
are kept behind bars, and freed criminalsare directed
toward law-abiding behavior.Each of these actions is
handled by a sub-system closelyrelated to the super-
system in America (McCarthy, 1984).
The criminal justice system inAmerica is a legal
system.It originally stemmed froma court system and
branched out to embody peacekeeping,law enforcement,
and other related responsibilities.In the early years
of the Republic, the wholesystem of criminal justice
was entrusted to trial judges.Today, because of the
tremendous increasein population,the complexity of
social living, the apparentbreakdown of other agencies
of social control, and the rapidchange in social ide-
ologies,the role of the trial judgehas become much
more specialized.
The criminal justice system inAmerica is primarily
a government operation which is staffed bypublic offi-
cials,financed by taxpayers'funds, and is organized
along bureaucratic lines.The system and its subsystems
are governed and related to each other,as well as to
the public, by voluminoussets of laws, policies,pro-
cedures, rules, and publicconcern.
The criminal justice system inAmerica, like most
government systems, is nota unitary system.Besides
being divided in its five basicsub-systems(police,7
prosecution, courts, corrections,and rehabilitation),
thesystemisalso stratified alongfederal,state,
county, and local lines with theFederal Department of
Justice exerting nominalleadership over the multitude
of agencies within thesystem.In order to magnify and
showhow decentralized thesystemactuallyis,the
following breakdown is presented(Committee for Economic
Dev., 1972).
Police Agencies
There are at least ninefederal agencies not includ-
ingtheindependent49state agencies;12,000local
agencies;and a sheriff's office/departmentin every
county (NCJ-113949, 1989).
Law enforcement is, for themost part, a function of
state and local officers andagencies.Excluding the
military, there are 52separate criminal law jurisdic-
tionsinthe United States;one in each ofthe50
states, one in the District ofColumbia, and the federal
jurisdiction.Each of these has itsown criminal law
and procedures and itsown law enforcement agencies.
While the systems of lawenforcement are similaramong
the states, thereare often substantial differences in
thepenaltiesforlikeoffenses,suchasjuvenile
arrests.Table 1 displays this discrepancy.TABLE 1ALL JUVENILE ARRESTS, 1987
8
ittal---T-Number of Persons ArrestedPercent of totalall ages
all
ages Under 15Under 18Under 21
Under
15
Under
18
Under
21
Total 10,795,869557,2781,781,240 3,363,2155.2 16.5 30.2
Murder and non-negligent
manslaughter 16,714 203 1,592 4,1631.2 9.5 24.9
Forcible rape 31,276 1,660 4,909 8,662 5.3 15.7 27.7
Robbery 123,306 7,188 27,682 49,704 5.8 22.4 40.3
Aggravated assault. . 301,734 11,284 38,646 72,1263.7 12.8 23.9
Burglary 374,963 47,601 132,162200,95012.7 35.2 53.6
Larceny-theft 1,256,552162,255 388,788567,35012.9 30.9 45.2
Motor vehicle theft . 146,753 14,056 58,573 85,7369.6 39.9 58.4
Source:Uniform Crime Reports, FBI "Crimein the U.S.,"
1988, p. 174-75.
There are
Prosecution Agencies
93federal prosecution units,50state
attorney general units,a district attorney in every
city or town, and about 3,000county attorney units in
all (U.S. Government Manual,1989).
Courts
There is the U.S. SupremeCourt,13 U.S. Court of
Appeals branches,11 circuit courts, the D.C.Circuit
Court,the temporary Emergency AppealsCourt,and 94
federal district courts.There are 50 statesupreme
courts, or equivalents thereof, anda large number of
intermediate court of appeals,circuit courts, district
courts,andcourtsoforiginaljurisdiction(U.S.
Government Manual, 1989).
There are also uncountednumbers of lower courts,
mainly justices of thepeace; special courts on traffic,9
domestic relations, and juvenile offenders.
The 94 federal courts of original jurisdictionare
known as the U.S. district courts.One or more of these
courts is established in every state andone each in the
District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, the VirginIslands,
the Northern Mariana Islands, andGuam.Appeals from
the district courts are taken toone of the 13 inter-
mediate appellate courts knownas U.S. Court of Appeals
and the United States Courts of Appealsfor the Federal
Circuit.The Supreme Court of the UnitedStates is the
final and highest appellate court in thefederal system
of courts (U.S. Government Manual, 1989).
The bulk of civil and criminal litigationin the
country is commenced and determined in variousState
courts.Only when the U.S. Constitution andacts of
Congressspecificallyconferjurisdictionuponthe
federal courts may civil or criminallitigation be heard
and decided by them.
Thereareseveralkindsofcourts with varying
degrees of legal jurisdiction foundat the state level.
These jurisdictions include original,appellate, gener-
al, and limited or special.A "court of original juris-
diction" is one having authority initiallyto try a case
and pass judgment on the law and thefacts; a "court of
appellate jurisdiction" isone with the legal authority
to review cases and hear appeals;a "court of general10
jurisdiction"isa trial court of unlimited original
jurisdiction in civil or criminalcases, also called a
"major trial court";a"court of limited or special
jurisdiction" is a trial court with legal authorityover
onlyaparticularclassofcases,suchasprobate,
traffic, or juvenile cases.
Juvenile cases are all cases involving youthsand
are referred to a juvenile court for violation ofa law
or ordinance or for seriously "antisocial" conduct (In
re. Winship, 397 U.S. 358 (1970).
The first juvenile court was founded in Chicagoin
1899.The juvenile court representedone aspect ofa
broad, progressive movement to accommodate urbaninsti-
tutionstoanincreasingly industrialandimmigrant
population, and to incorporate recent discoveries inthe
behavioral, social, and medical sciences intothe rear-
ing of children (Field, 1978; Hamparian,1982).
In juvenile court, children were not to be charged
with specific crimes.The central language of criminal
law--accusation, proof, guilt, punishment--was replaced
by terms from the social worker's vocabulary: needs,
treatment,protection,guidance,andsupervision
(Simonsen & Gordon, 1979).
The roots of the juvenile courtsprang from concepts
of civil rather than of criminal justice, specifically
from the medieval English doctrine of "parenspatriae,"11
whichpermittedtheCrowntointerruptorsupplant
natural family relations whenevera child's welfare was
threatened (Field, 1978; Hamparian,1982).
Originally, four basic characteristicsdistinguished
thejuvenile courtsystem from the criminalcourts:
informality in procedures;a separate detention center
forjuveniles;contributory delinquencystatutes;and
the use of probation (Field,1978; Hamparian, 1982).
Today, these distinguishingfeatures are consider-
ablyblurred. Theinformalityislargelygone.
Juvenilessitwiththeirlawyersasdefendants.
Juvenile hearings or trialsproceed along the same lines
as adult criminal trials.The rules of evidence and
rights of the partiesare similar except that juveniles
still do not have the rightto a jury trial or to bail
[In re. Gault, 387 U.S. 1 (1967);McKeiven Pennsylvania,
403 U.S. 528 (1971)].
Theseparatedetentioncentersremain.
Separateness, in fact, isnow the principal distinguish-
ing characteristic ofthe juvenile system: separate
detention,separaterecords,separateprobationof-
ficers, separate judges,even separate funding agencies
for research.
Theprincipalfeaturesthat distinguishjuvenile
delinquency proceedings from adultcriminal proceedings
can be summarized as follows:absence of legal guilt;12
treatmentratherthan punishment;absenceofpublic
scrutiny;importanceofajuvenile'sbackground;no
long-term incarceration;separateness;and speed and
flexibilityinproceedings(Field,1978;Hamparian,
1982).
TABLE 2NUMBER OF CASE DISPOSITION
BY JUVENILE COURTS:1980-1984
ITEM Unit 1980 1982 1984
Population 10-17 years old* 1,000 31,171 29,914 28,475
Delinquency cases, excluding traffic 1,000 1,445 1,292 1,304
Per. 1,000 population 10-17 years old Rate 46.4 43.2 45.8
Male 1,000 1,121 990 986
Female 1,000 324 303 318
Percent of total cases Percent 22.4 23.4 24.4
Population under 18 years old* 1,000 64,908 63,763 62,769
Dependency and neglect cases 1,000 153 172 (NA)
Per 1,000 population under 18 years old Rate 2.3 2.7 (NA)
NA = Not Available.* U.S. Bureau of the Census
Source: U.S.Department of Justice,Juvenile Court
Statistics, annual.1985, 87, 88.
Correction
Thereare6federalpenitentiaries,24federal
institutions, and 19 federal prisoncamps.There are
hundreds of youth camps, trainingcenters, and more than
900state-operatedcorrectionalfacilities,andun-
countednumbersofcountyandcityjails (U.S.
Government Manual, 1989; NCJ-105585, 1987).
Juvenile offenders,for statisticalpurposes,are
classified by the FBI and moststates if the person is13
under the age of 18 years and has committeda crime or
crimes.Several types of facilitiesare available for
those adjudicated to be delinquent,ranging from the
short-term, physically unrestrictedenvironment to the
long-term,veryrestrictedatmosphere(NCJ-102457,
1986).
According to Bureau of JusticeStatistics, in the
first part of 1985, nearly 50,000 juvenileswere being
heldin1,040publicdetention,correctional,and
shelter facilities.This was a1 percent increase in
the number held in 1983.Another 34,000 juveniles were
also housed in some 2,000 privatefacilities in 1985
(NCJ-102457, 1986).
Of those juveniles in publicfacilities, about 93
percent were accused of or were foundto have committed
acts that would have been criminal offensesif committed
by adults; about 18 percentwere being held for murder,
rape, robbery, or aggravated assault; and 5percent of
the juveniles in custodywere status offenders, such as
truants, runaways, or curfew violators.Nationally, 185
juvenilesper100,000juvenilespopulationwerein
custody.The Western region of the U.S. had thehighest
confinement rate,327juveniles per 100,000juvenile
population (NCJ-102457, 1986).14
TABLE 3CHARACTERISTICS OF PUBLIC
JUVENILE FACILITIES1985
Long-term,
State-operated
facilities
All other
long -team
facilities'
Short-term
facilitiesh
Number of facilities 199 360 481
Number of residents 23,823 11,548 16,031
Number of annual admissions 49,610 44,570 433,579
Average size 120 32 33
Average percent occupied 91% 81% 66%
Percent of residents who
were committed 92% 89% 14%
Percent of residents who were
status offenders 1% 8% 7%
' Includes locally operated facilities with b Includes State or locally operated
institutional or open environments and facilities with institution or open
State-operated facilities with open environments.
environments.
Source:Bureau of Justice Statistics SpecialReport:
Survey of Youth in Custody, 1988, NCJ-113365,p. 9.
In 1989, nearly 92,000 juvenileswere being held in
30,789publicdetention,correctional,andshelter
facilities. Thisisasubstantialincreasein the
number held in1985;nearly one-and-one-half billion
dollars were budgeted for operations ofjuvenile correc-
tional agencies.The average amount per agencywas
nearly 32 million dollars for 1989 (Camp, 1989).
Rehabilitation
Thereareuncountednumbersoffederal,state,
county,and local agencies of probation,as well as
paroleand psychologicaland mentalservices. For
example, there are roughly 53 parole agencies inthe15
United States; one in each of the50 states, the federal
system,the District of Columbia,and the California
Women's Board of Terms and Paroles(Kobrin, 1983).It
is reported that therewere nearly 2,000,000 persons on
probation in 1989, anaverage of 36,397 "probationers"
per agency.Of the same year, nearly 400,000persons
were on parole,an averageof7,000"parolees"per
agency (Camp, 1989).See Table #3 for populationpro-
file and increases or decreases.
TABLE 4U.S. CORRECTIONAL POPULATIONS, 1986
3,239,026 persons under correctional supervision
(1.8% of U.S. adult population)
272,736 MIMI in Jail (8%)
2,094,405 on Probation (65%)
545,133 IIIMIIIMIin Prison (17%)
326,752 MIMI on Parole (10%)
120,890 111 Federal (4%)
1,282,499 Southern States (40%)
631,478 Midwestern States (19%)
610,353 Northeastern States (19%)
593,807 Western States (18%)
2,832,574 Male (87%)
406,452 Female (13%)
2,088,542 White (65%)
1,116,567 Black (34%)
33,917 In Other (1%)
Source:BJS Correction Populations in theUnited States
in 1986, Feb. 1989, NCJ-111611p. 1, et al.
Themajorsourcesofdatarelatedtocriminal
violationsandthecriminaljusticesystemarethe16
BureauofJusticeStatistics(BJS),theNational
Institute of Justice(NIJ), and the Federal Bureau of
Investigation (FBI).
Two majorapproachesaretaken to determine the
extent of crime in the U.S.One perspective is provided
by the FBI through its Uniform Crime ReportingProgram
(UCR).The FBI receives monthly and annual reportsfrom
law enforcement agencies throughout thecountry, cur-
rently representing 97 percent of the nationalpopula-
tion. Each month,city policeagencies,sheriffs'
offices, and state police agencies filereports on the
number of index offenses that become knownto them (FBI,
1988).
Data from these agencies are often utilizedaccord-
ing to regions or states.As shown in Table #5,the
UnitedStatesiscomprisedoffourregions: the
Northeastern States, the Midwestern States, theSouthern
States,and the Western States. These regionsare
further divided intonine divisions. The following
tabledelineatestheregional,divisional,andthe
configuration of the Western States (FBI,1987):
WESTERN STATES
Mountain Pacific
Arizona Alaska
Colorado California
Idaho Hawaii
Montana Oregon
Nevada Washington
New Mexico
Utah
WyomingTABLE 5REGIONS AND DIVISIONS OF THE UNITED STATES
REGIONS and DIVISIONS of the UNITED STATES
17
Source:U.S. Federal Bureau of Investigation, "Crime in
the United States, annual.p. 318 1457.
The monthly Uniform Crime Report also containsdata
on crimes cleared by arrest and the characteristics of
persons arrested for all criminal offenses.In sum-
marizing and publishing crime data,the FBI does not
verify the validity ofthe reports it receives,but
presentsthedataasinformation usefultopersons
concerned with the problem of crime and criminallaw
enforcement.See Table #6 (FBI, 1988).18
TABLE 6
CRIME INDEX TOTAL, 1983-1987
12
10
0 0
4
1983 1984 1985 1986 1987
Crime Index Total
Number of Offenses Known
Up 12%
0 Rate per 100.000 inhabitants
Up 7%
Source: FBI,UCR,Crime in the U.S.1987,p.43,
annual.
A second data source for crime is provided by the
National Crime Survey (NCS)of the Bureau of Justice
Statistics.The NCS includes offenses reported to the
police, as well as those to reported.Details about
crime comes directly from the victims.No attempt is
made to validate the information against police records
or any other source.(BJS, 1983-88).19
III CRIME
The purpose of the criminal justice system is to
apprehend, prosecute, try the accused, and sanction the
guilty perpetrators of crime.
At the front end of the process, many crimes go
undetected and unreported to police.In these cases an
apprehension is unlikely.Even a crime known to the
police might not lead to apprehension due to insuffic-
ient or inadequate evidence or a victim's decision to
drop charges.In current practice,for each serious
crime cleared by arrest, four go unsolved, and five of
every six arrests for serious offenses result in no
conviction or conviction on a lesser charge (FBI, 1975,
1985, and 1987; Cohen, 1983).
Defining Serious Crime
The usual view of serious crime emphasizes three
characteristics of offenses.The most importantis
physical violence or violation.Death, bloody wounds,
crippling injuries, even cuts and bruises, increase the
severity of a crime (NCJ-92326, 1984).Sexual viola-
tion also has a special urgency (Estrich, 1987).Crime
victims often suffer property losses as well as pain
and violation.Economic losses count in reckoning the
seriousness of an offense. Still,society generally
considers physical attacks--sexual and nonsexual--as far
more serious than attacks on property (NCJ-92326, 1984).20
A second feature of serious crimeconcerns the size
of the victim's losses.A robbery resulting ina murder
or a permanent, disfiguring injury is consideredworse
than one that produces onlycuts, bruises, and fears.
An armored car robbery netting millionsis considered
more serious than a purse-snatching yieldingthe price
of a junkie's next fix.
Third,the perceived seriousness ofan offense is
influenced by the relationshipbetween offenders and
victims.Commonly, crimes against strangersare viewed
as more serious than crimes committed inthe context of
ongoing relationships (NCJ-92326,1984).The reason is
partly that the threat to societyfrom indiscriminate
predatorsismorefar-reaching than the threat from
offenders who limit theirtargets to spouses, lovers,
and friends.Moreover, society judges the evilintent
of the offender to bemore evident in crimes against
strangers. Inthesecrimes,therearenot chronic
grievances or provocations in thebackground to raise
the issue of who attacked whomfirst and in what way.
The crime is an out-and-out attack,not a mere dispute
(Black, 1980).
These characteristics--violence,significant losses
to victims, predatory strangers--capturemuch of what is
importanttosocietaland policeimagesofserious
crime. Theintuitiveappealofthesecriteriais21
reflected in the categories of theFBI's Uniform Crime
Reports(1989). Murder,rape,robbery,burglary,
aggravatedassault,andauto theftareprominently
reported as Part I Offenses.
Violence
In the past 25 years,the number of homicides
reported to the police has almost tripled,from 7,258 in
1962 to 20,675 in 1988 (FBI, 1989).The murder rate in
the United States is 8.4per 100,000, higher than that of
any other Western industrialized nation(FBI, 1989).It
is the single greatestcause of death for black males
aged 15 to 34 years old; theirdeaths from homicide are
5times the national rate(D.C.Office of Criminal
Justice Plans and Analysis,1988).
Violent crimes reported to thepolice increased
dramatically, from 200per 100,000 in 1965 to 637 per
100,000 in 1988.International victimizationsurveys
show that property theft and othertraditionally nonvio-
lent crimes in the United Statesare roughly comparable
between the United States andmany European countries.
What distinguishes the U.S. crime pictureis the extent
and seriousness of violence(NCJ-110776, 1988).
Official statistics portray onlya limited number of
behaviors. The Uniform Crime Reportingsystem tradition-
allyconsidersviolentcrimetoincludehomicide,22
assault,rape,and robbery,and 1.6 million of these
offenses were reported to the policein 1988, while
another2million of these violent crimesare never
reported to the police (FBI,1989; Widom, 1989).But
acts of violence are not so easilycategorized.They
are performed by individuals or ingroups.They occur
betweenstrangers,casualacquaintances,orfamily
members. Violencetoo often involvesjuvenilesas
victims and as offenders.Females as well as males can
be violent offenders (Widom, 1989).
Reasons for violence are equally diverse.Personal
violence may or may not be associatedwith violence
against property.Violence can be motivated by preju-
dice,to promotetheftorfor sexual gratification.
Drug and alcohol use is commonly associatedwith violent
behaviors.Rates of violent behaviorsvary by geog-
raphy,urbanization,and impoverishment, but violence
occurs all too frequently in every part of thecountry
and among all ethnic and classgroups.Violence can be
perpetrated with and without handguns,knives, clubs, or
fists.Offenders can commit violent crimesfrequently
or only once or twice in their entire lives.Violence
can be more or less serious, definedas a misdemeanor or
a felony.Violent crime can involve relativelyminor
injury or more serious injuries resultingin23
hospitalization,chronicdisabilities, ordeath
(NCJ-103702, 1987).
Research on violent criminal behaviorindicates that
there are two distinct perpetratorsof school violence.
One is violence perpetrated by predatoryadolescent or
adult trespassers who enter schoolbuildings and its
property to steal, rob, sell drugs,or act on a provoca-
tion;assaultsmayoccurtodisablevictimsorto
intimidate.This type of intruder is thestereotypical
predator--completely alien to the school,perhaps not
even a resident of the surrounding neighborhood. The
other type of perpetratorsor intruders are members of
the school community:an angry parent intent on beating
up a child's teacher,friends:. or eniiies of enrolled
students, or suspended students.Both kinds of perpe-
trators contribute to school violence(Toby, 1983).
School violence is, therefore,an aggregated, amal-
gamated, and constituted part ofcrime.Not all crime
isdeemedasviolent. However,theperceptionof
whether a crime is violentor nonviolent is attributed
to each individual.As shown in Table #7, teachersare
in much greater danger of losingtheir property through
stealth than of being robbed at gunpoint.24
TABLE 7ESTIMATED NUMBERS OF
IN-SCHOOL VICTIMIZATIONS
TWENTY-SIX CITIES AGGREGATE, 1974-19754a
Status of Victim
Teachers
Type of Victimization Student and Others
Rape 390 139
Robbery 13,185 1,808
Aggravated assault 6,528 2,900
Simple assault 15,261 5,597
Larceny with contact 4,853 1,095
Larceny without contact 172,027 46,513
Total 212,244 58,053
Source:U.S. Department of Justice 1979,p. 37.
Atlanta,Baltimore,Boston,Buffalo,Chicago,
Cincinnati, Cleveland, Dallas,Denver, Detroit, Houston,
Los Angeles, Miami, Milwaukee, Minneapolis,New Orleans,
Newark,New York,Oakland,Philadelphia,Pittsburgh,
Portland,SanDiego,San Francisco,St.Louis,and
Washington, D.C.
The data in Table #7were derived from the National
Crime Survey data collected in 1974and 1975 by the
Bureau of the Census in 26 large cities.The National
Crime Survey collected dataon victimization ofall
personsover12yearsofage,includinga question
asking, "where" the crime occurred;one response cate-
gory being "inside school."Thus, it was possible to
aggregate the data on victimizations thatoccurred in
schools for all26 cities to providean estimate of
schoolcrimeinthelargestAmericancities(U.S.
Department of Justice, 1979).25
Fear of Crime
The National Crime Survey furthershowed that four
percentofallsecondaryschoolstudentsinpublic
school said that they stayed homefrom school because of
"fear" at least once during themonth before the survey
was taken.However, in the largest cities,seven per-
cent of the senior high school studentsand eight per-
cent of the junior high school studentsalso reported
that they stayed home from schoolbecause of fear at
least once during the month beforethe survey was taken.
Although violent crime is lesscommon than nonviolent
crime, as indicated in Table #7, crimefosters destruc-
tive fears among the students,parents, and the staff.
As a result, the consequences of violentcrimes for the
schools are more serious than thedata might suggest
(U.S. Department of Justice, 1979).
Teachers,althoughthey werelesslikely to be
victims of violence thanstudents,also responded in
terms of their fears.The National Crime Surveyre-
ported that 12 percent of thesecondary school teachers
hesitated to confront misbehavingstudents out of fear
for their own safety; 28 percent ofthe teachers in the
largest cities reported thesame fears (U.S. Department
of Justice, 1979).
Behindtheimmediate,concretelossesofcrime
victims, however, is a different,more abstract crime26
problem--that of fear.For victims, fear is often the
largest and most enduring legacy oftheir victimization.
The raped student will feelvulnerable long after her
cutsand bruises heal. The harassed black student
suffers far more from the fear ofschool hostility than
the inconvenience of replacing hisproperty.
First, fear is widespread.The broadest impact was
registered by the"Figgie Report on Fear and Crime"
released in1980. Two-fifths of Americans surveyed
reported they were "highly fearful"they would become
victims of violent crime ("TheFiggie Report," 1980).
Similar results were reportedby the Harris poll of
1975, which found that 55 percentof all adults reported
they felt "uneasy" walking theirown streets (Harris,
1975).The Gallup poll of 1977 foundthat about 45
percent of the population (61percent of the women and
28 percent of the men)were afraid to walk alone at
night (Gallup Poll Public Opinion,1977).A statewide
study in Michigan reported that 66percent of the re-
spondents avoided certain placesbecause offearof
crime (Market Opinion Research,1977).Interviews with
a random sample of Texans in 1978 reportedthat more
than half said they feared becominga serious crime
victim within a year (Teske& Powell, 1978).
Second, fear of crime increased fromthe 1960's to
the mid-1970's, then begandecreasing during the mid-27
1970's.According to the 1968 Gallup poll,44 percent
of the women and 16 percent of themen reported they
were afraid to walk alone at night.In 1977, when a
similar study was undertaken,61 percent of the women
and 28 percent of themen reported they were afraid to
walk alone at night--an increase of17 percent for women
and 12 percent formen (Gallup Poll Public Opinion,
1935-1971, 1977).In 1975, a Harris poll found that 55
percent of all adults felt "uneasy" walkingtheir own
streets.In 1985,this number had fallen to 32per-
cent--a significant decline (Harris, 1985).
Lastly, fear is not evenly distributedacross the
population.Predictably, those who feel themselvesmost
vulnerable are also the most fearful.Looking at the
distribution of fear acrossage and sex categories, the
greatest levels of fear are reportedby elderly women.
The next most frightenedgroup is all other women.The
least afraid are young men (Skogan& Maxfield, 1981).
Crime and fear of crime threatenboth teachers and
students;it destroys the learning environmentwithin
the school.In recent years, however,our schools have
all too often become the sites ofdisruption and crime,
particularly sexual assault.The following data sup-
ports that sexual assault is thepredominate violent
crime in our nation's schools.28
Sexual Assault
It is important that there bean understanding of
the terms "victim" and "offender."The typical teenage
"victim" of sexual assault isa female.Males are the
mostcommon"offenders"ofsexualassault(Ageton,
1985). According to the FBI's"Crime in the U.S."
(1988),the number of arrests forsexual assault or
"rape" committed by males 18years old and younger rose
by15 percent between 1983and 1987. The so-called
"acquaintance rape" or "date rape"is one of the most
common adolescent sexual crimes committedby males 18
years old and younger (Ageton, 1985).Victims raped by
an offender they know is definedas "acquaintance rape."
Warshaw & Koss (1988) state that:
"If you are a woman the probablerisk of being
raped by someone you know isfour times greater
than the risk of being sexuallyassaulted by a
stranger."
A study ofacquaintancerape by Warshaw&Koss
(1988) on 32 collegecampuses reported that significant
numbers of women are rapedon dates or by acquaintances,
although most victimsnever report these attacks.One
in4of the women surveyedwere victims ofrape or
attempted rape;84 percent of those rapedknew their
attacker; 57 percent of therapes happened on dates; and
38 percent of thewomen who had been raped were 14, 15,
16 or 17 years old at the timeof the sexual assault.
Thesedata makeacquaintanceordaterape more29
significantly likely for victimswho are teenagersor
attend college.Ageton (1985) and Warshaw & Koss(1988)
reported that there isno real statistical data to show
how many sexual assaultsoccur, which is due to the fact
that many of these incidentsare not reported to offi-
cial sources.According to the BJS, 130,000cases of
rape were reported in 1986, and in1987, 141,000 cases
were reported--numbers that are believedto represent a
minority of the actualrapes of all types taking place
(NCJ-115524, 1989); NCJ-106989,1987).Warshaw & Koss
(1988) found that governmentestimates are from 3 to 10
times lower than the actualrapes committed and rapes by
acquaintancesarevirtually non-reported toofficial
sources.Yet, based on intake observationmade by staff
at various rape-counselingcenters (where victims come
for treatment but do not haveto file police reports),
70 to 80 percent of allrape crimes are acquaintance
rapes.
Other data supports the observationthat most sexual
assault is not reported.Less than half the college
women questioned in the Warshaw &Koss(1988)survey
reported they had experienced"no" sexual victimization
in their lives thus far.The average age of respondents
was 21 years; however, many had experiencedmore than
oneepisodeofunwantedsexualtouching,coercion,
attempted rape, or rape.Using the data collected in30
the Warshaw & Kosssurvey, the following profilecan be
drawn of what happens in justone year of "social life"
on America's college campuses.
In one year, 3,187women reported suffering: 328
rapes,534attemptedrapes,837episodesofsexual
coercion (sexual intercourseobtained through the ag-
gressor's continual argumentor pressure),and 2,024
experiences of unwanted sexualcontact (fondling, kiss-
ing,or petting committed against thewoman's will)
(Warshaw & Koss, 1988).
In 1984, the study of acquaintancerape moved beyond
the colleges and to the outsideworld.Russell (1984)
conducted a random samplesurvey of 930 women living in
San Francisco and found that44 percent of thewomen
questioned had been victimsof rape or attemptedrape;
88 percent of therape victims knew their offenders.
It is apparent that the trendsin sexual assault
against college students andthe general populationare
similar.But what about sexual assault againstvictims
in high school?According to Ageton (1985), therate of
sexual assault is fromseven to nine percent of the
females who reported they hadbeen sexually assaulted.
The actual number of femalevictims in the nation's high
schools is approximatelyone million each year. The
data reported in Ageton'sstudy suggest that the number
of victims is slightly lessthan the number of sexual31
assaults because some victims experiencemore than one
sexual assault in the sameyear.In fact, more than
one-third of the victims reportedmore than one sexual
assault.
These data stand in stark contrastto what most
people may perceive as theoccurrence of sexual assault
in schools or in the community;that is,a stranger
jumping out of the bushesat an unsuspecting female,
brandishing a weapon, and sexuallyassaulting her.The
fact about rape is that itusually happens betweentwo
people who know each otherand is often committed by
"normal" males; that acquaintancerape is prevalent in
junior high, senior high, andcollege (the most rape-
endangered years, ages 14 to 24years)(Ageton, 1985;
Warshaw & Koss, 1988).32
IVWEAPONS
Firearms
Preceding this chapter, violencewas defined broadly
as an act causing physical or serious emotionalharm to
apersonorgroup ofpersons. It includes sexual
assault; child abuse; stranger andfamilial confronta-
tions;gang,drug,andrace-relatedviolence;and
politically motivated terrorism.
One variable that causes, facilitates,or is associ-
ated with violent behavior is theuse of a weapon.The
difference between homicide and assaultin many cases is
the proximity ofa weapon. Moreover,research into
violent offenders'careers has found that many crim-
inally violent people frequentlyuse a weapon in the
commission of violent criminalacts.
Americans own a greater number andvariety of fire-
arms than do the citizens of any otherwestern democ-
racy,and they also usetheir firearmsagainst one
another more often.The 1989 Gallup Report indicated
that ownership of firearms has increasedsince the early
1960's to roughly 30,000per year (Cook, 1983).As the
possessionoffirearmscontinuetoincrease,sodo
deaths which result from firearms.
More than 20 percent of all robberiesand about 60
percent of all homicides are committed withfirearms.
Seriousassaults with a gunare,according to best33
estimates,3 to 5 times as likely tocause death as a
similar attack with a knife--thenext-most dangerous
weapon.Gun robberies are3to 4 times as likely to
result in the death of a victimas are other types of
robbery (Wright, et. al., 1983; FBI,1988).
Firearms are often discussedas a general category,
withoutdistinguishingbetween"handguns,""rifles,"
"shotguns,""pistols,"and"revolvers." Thereare
special issues associated with thehandgun, also known
as a "pistol" or "revolver."The handgun is small, easy
to conceal, and accounts for aboutone-fourth of the
privately owned firearms in the UnitedStates, but is
involved in three-fourths of allfirearm-related kill-
ings.In the large cities, handgunsaccount for more
than 80 percent of gun killings andvirtually all gun
robberies (Kleck, 1982; FBI, 1983;Gallup Report, 1989).
A BJS study found that offenders usinga weapon were
responsible for 24 million victimizationsfrom 1973 to
1982, accounting for nearly 40percent of all violent
victimizations.The data further showed that halfof
all robberies, a third of allassaults, and a fourth of
all rapes or attemptedrapes were committed by offenders
using a weapon.Handguns were involved in 13 percent of
the violent crimes, knives in 11percent, other weapons
in 13 percent, and unknowntypes of weapons in 2 percent
(NCJ-99643, 1986).The data in Table #8 providesan34
example of the types ofweapons and the rate of recur-
rence with respect to the total numberof weapons used
in a murder.
TABLE 8MURDER WEAPONS, 1983-1987
Weapons 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987
Total 18,673 17,260 17,545 19,257 17,859
Total Firearms 10,895 10,175 10,296 11,381 10,556
Handguns 8,193 7,557 7,548 8,460 7,807
Rifles 831 785 810 788 722
Shotguns 1,243 1,194 1,188 1,296 1,095
Other guns 19 19 24 22 16
Firearmsnot stated . . . 609 620 726 815 866
Cutting or stabbing instruments 4,075 3,653 3,694 3,957 3,619
Blunt objects' 1,280 1,007 972 1,099 1,039
Personal weapons2 20 1,134 1,180 1,310 1,162
Poison 5 6 7 14 34
Explosives 8 8 11 16 12
Fire 216 196 243 230 199
Narcotics 17 20 31 23 24
Strangulation 376 322 311 341 357
Asphyxiation 123 113 115 160 115
Other weapons not stated . . . 586 620 680 717 742
Includes clubs, hammers, bats,etc.
2 Includes hands, fists,feet, etc.
Source:Uniform Crime Report, Crimein the U.S. FBI,
1986, 1987.
According to the U.S.Department of Justice,more
than 27,000 youths betweenthe ages of 12 and 15years
old were handgun victims in1985; up from anaverage of
16,500 for each of the 3 previousyears (BJSNCJ-102534,
1985; NCJ-103138, 1986).
Other studies on firearms havereported increases in
theamount offirearms confiscated fromstudents in35
public schools,ranging from 10 percent tonearly 30
percent (Chance,1988; Harbaugh, 1988).In contrast,
Wolfgang (1958)reported that handgunsmay not be the
problem; they are simplya weapon of choice.Wolfgang
further states that:
"Few homicides thatare due to handguns could be
avoided merely if a firearmwere not immediately
present;the offender would selectsome other
weapon to achieve the same destructivegoal."
(1958)
Authorities are finding theuse and possession of
handguns by students a difficulttrend to stop; metal
detectors,spotsearches,andincreasedsecurity by
police have failed to keepfirearms out of the school.
Most predatory violent crimeis committed by repeat
offenders, and their crimesare usually drug-related.
The drug problem may bea better place to approach the
problem of weapons in schools.According to Germani
(1982),"if the goal is to reducethe rate of violent
crime,guns are probably not the place to attackthe
problem."One can conclude that ina violence-prone
school,weaponsareasdangerousasillicitdrugs
(NCJ-109957, 1988).
The National Institute of Justicehas documented the
close associations between illicitdrug use and crime.
They have also shown that notonly are many offenders
active drug users, but also thatreduction of their drug
usage is typically associated with markedreduction of36
their criminalactivity andthat treatment can help
achieve
inality
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these desired decreases in drug abuseand crim-
(NCJ-116262, 1989).
drug scene is also highly dynamic,
continually
drugsinto
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V STIMULANTS
In addition to the health and socialproblems they
bring, drugs also contribute stronglyto the occurrence
and intensity of many types ofcrime--from white-collar
crime and corruption to propertyoffenses and crimes of
violence. Surveysofself-reporteddrugusageby
offenders in state prisons reportthat more than two-
thirds were under the influence ofone or more illegal
drug(s) when they committed thecrimes for which they
were incarcerated, or had drunk very heavilyjust before
theoffensefor which they werearrested(Anglin&
Speckart, 1988).Among arrestees given objective urine
testsin citiesacross the nation by the Drug Use
Forecasting (DUF) program, from halfto almost 90 per-
cent showed evidence of illegal drugconsumption within
the preceding 2 to 3 days (NCJ-119517,1989).
The magnitude of drug dealing activityhas increased
public pressurefor policeand theschoolsto take
stronger action.A 1985 Gallup Poll reported that2
percent of the respondents considereddrugs to be the
nation's number-one problem.That is in sharp contrast
to a May, 1988, New York Times/CBSNews Survey in which
16 percent of the respondents considereddrugs to be the
number-one problem facing this nation(Time, 1988).
Cocaine
The National Institute of Justiceshares the public38
concern.They are especially worried aboutthe rise in
cocaine use, particularly in itsmost potent form known
as "crack" or "rock."In many jurisdictions, police
report that cocaine has become thestreet drug of choice
(NCJ-10455, 1988).
The popularity of crackor rock is relatively new
but has been on the increase forseveral years.A 1988
Drug Use Forecasting (DUF)study done by the National
InstituteofJusticeshowssignificantincreasesin
cocaine use among arrestees ina number of major cities
over a three-year period.The data reports that in the
major citiesstudies,cocaine use more than tripled
(NCJ-119517, 1989).See Table #9.
TABLE 9FEMALE ARRESTEES:USE OF COCAINE"
Philadelphia 74%
Washington, D C 73%
New York 72%
Kansas City 61%
New Orleans 56%
Portland 50%
San Diego 41%
St. Louis 39%
Dallas 34%
Indianapolis 30%
San Antonio 24%
Positive urinalysis of juvenileand adult female
arrestees.
Crack is considered highlyaddictive (psychologi-
cally). Itis readily available,trafficked in the
open, of high quality (not significantly diluted),and39
cheap.Crack users come from all social strata,and
many turntobothpropertyandpersonalcrimeto
finance their habits (NCJ-104555, 1988).
The importation and distribution of illegal drugs
appear to be well organized and follow a basic four-
stepprocess. Producersofillegaldrugsfunnel
narcotics to mid-level distributors. They,in turn,
pass the drugs to lower-level distributors who control
street sellers.See Table #10 (NCJ-111240, 1988).
TABLE 10
MAJOR SMUGGLING ROUTES INTO THE U.S.
Major cocaine smuggling routes
into the United States
The drug importation and distribution process is
very complex.Many individuals are involved as the
drugs move from stage to stage in a series of compli-
cated maneuvers that vary according to geographical
location and the type of drug distributed. In many40
cities,gangscontrolstreetsalesofdrugs. The
"Bloods," the "Crips," and the "Outlaw Bikers"control
street sales of drugs on the West Coast.
Street sales of cocaine follow severalpatterns.
One of the most common means of distributionis through
"crack houses."Typically, these are abandoned houses,
some highly fortified against police intrusion. In
"open"crack houses,userscan purchase and consume
cocaine or other drugs on the premises.Hotels, motels,
and rental apartments form yet anothermeans of distri-
bution.Another distribution vehicle is "streetsales";
commonplace is the selling of drugson the corner, down
the street, or in the parkacross from the high school
(NCJ-104555, 1988).
Mieczkowski (1989) reports that whole communities
are now besieged by illegal drugs.However, the basic
strategy used to combat the sale and consumptionof
drugs is to understand the dynamics ofillegal drugs.
For example, crack is cocaine that has beenprocessed
from powder into "rock" form.Rocks of crack cocaine
are sold in many different units ofmeasure, such as
"eightballs," "track," "boulders," and thelike.The
most popular unit of sale in most communitiesappears to
be the "dime rock" or "dime," costingbetween 10 and 20
dollars.
Currently, more than 100 street terms forcrack41
have been compiled by Mieczkowski (1989).These terms
reflect both generic names(rock,boulder, eightball)
and brand names ("school craft" and "troop").Table #11
displays a list of some of these terms.
TABLE 11FREQUENCY OF NAMES REPORTED FOR CRACK
Rock 60
Rox 21
Boulder 44
Yeaho 15
Stone 11
Roxanne 4
Eightball 4
Dime 4
Caine 4
Bump 3
In addition to these descriptive terms, a series of
numbers designation is also used to characterize certain
methods of crack consumption.Crack that is crushed and
sprinkled into a tobacco cigarette is referred toas
"51,""501," or sometimes as "151."These terms may
also refer to crack used with marijuana in a cigarette
or pipe form, e.g., "38" (Mieczkowski, 1989).
Crack is also laced with amphetamines.It has also
been discovered that street crack is adulterated with42
other compounds like "B12," "benzoyl,""high cocaine,"
and other fillers used to "swellup" the rock.This
quality or purity of the drug isrelevant to the manu-
facturing process and the profitabilityof certain forms
of consumption (Lyman, 1989).
Methamphetamines
In addition, there has been widespreaduse of other
stimulants such as amphetamines.Of the better-known
amphetamines, "methamphetamines"are a significant part
ofthe drug source. Methamphetaminesor"meth"is
commonly called the "poor man'scocaine."That label
underestimates the popularity andprofitability of the
drug.Meth, which is also called "speed"and "crank,"
had established a niche in theunderground drug culture
long before cocaine became fashionable.According to
the NIJ, meth is currentlya three-billion-a-year busi-
ness, and drug sales in U.S. citiesare growing (NCJ-
118312, 1989).
Methamphetamines or "meth" isa synthetic drug that
is made from black market chemicalsin makeshift labora-
tories.Most of the manufacturers preferto "cook" the
drug in rural areas where the odorgenerated during the
production process will not be noticed.
Aslaw enforcement officials,legislators,edu-
cators, and interested groups strugglewith crack co-
caine and meth,a more violent drug has appeared;a43
designer-drug known as "ice."Like the cocaine distil-
late known as"crack,"ice is not anew drug but a
smokeable version ofan old one (crystallized metham-
phetamine), better knownas "crystal meth" and by other
namessuchas"speed,""black beauties,"or"purple
hearts" during the 1960's and1970's when it was usually
takeninpopularpillformandsometimesinjected
(Straus, 1987; Gallagher, 1986).
Reports of the designer-drug havefirst surfaced in
Hawaii, where the smokeableversion is sold in 50 to 60-
dollar packets that containabout one-tenth of agram;
enough for 1 or2 hits.The ice inhalant producesa
high for about 8 hours, dependingon the quality of the
drug;as compared with the less than 30minutes for
crack.The drug shares crack's addictiveproperties and
produces similar bouts ofsevere depression and para-
noia, as well as convulsions(Straus, 1987).
Thisresearcherfindsthatthedrugproblem
presents distinguishable threatsto school and community
safety.Most pressing is the violenceassociated with
drug dealing; particularlycrack cocaine(NCJ-113588,
198-).This violence spreads intoevery part of the
community leaving innocentvictimsto deal with the
tragedy.There is also the fear thatthe practice in
armed, organized violence isspawning the nextgenera-
tion of organized crime(Carpenter, 1988).44
The second threat is the close linkbetween drug
useandstreetcrime(Anglin &Stenkert,1988).
Criminal activity is known tovary directly with levels
of heroin consumption (Ball,et. al., 1981).Many of
those arrested for robberies and burglariesuse cocaine
during the commission of their crimesor steal to sup-
port drug habits (NCJ-119517,1989; NCJ-109957, 1988).
Among the small group of the most activeand dangerous
offenders,drugusersareoverrepresented(Chaiken,
1982).Thus, controlling drug use and drugusers opens
an avenue for reducing the robberies, assaults,burg-
laries, and thefts that have been thefocus of police
and other concerned professionals.
A third threat is that druguse and abuse under-
mines the health, economic well being,and social re-
sponsibility of the druguser.It is hard to stay in
school, hold a job,or care for a child when one is
spending all one's money and committingcriminal acts in
order to get high (NCJ-096668,198-; NCJ-104555, 1988).
Lastly, drug trafficking threatens thecivility of
city,urban, and rural life and undermines parenting.
While parents can set rules andstandards for conduct in
their own homes, those expectationsare hard to extend
to the streets and classrooms where drugtrafficking has
become a way of life.Although these threats affect all
neighborhoods, communities, and thepopulation of the45
United States, they are, perhaps, worst forthose in the
most deprived areas.There, the capacity of thesur-
rounding community for self-defense andsafety and the
ability of parents to guide their childrenare not only
the weakest, but also the most in need ofprivate and
publicsupportandassistance(Furguson, 1987;
NCJ-104555, 1988).46
VIGANGS
Drug-related violence is prevalent inmany cities
across our nation, and in many urbanareas, gangs have
emerged asthe dominant factor affectinglocal drug
trafficking and drug-related violentcrime.Although in
different areas the ethnic compositionof the groups may
vary from primarily white to black, Asian,or Hispanic,
theyareincreasingly changing from beingprimarily
social groups to functioningas entrepreneurial organi-
zations built around the distributionand sale of drugs
and the control of local drugmarkets (Hayeslip, 1989).
On the West Coast, Los Angeles-based"Crips" and
"Bloods" gangs have escalated theirintergroup violence
tothe point where"drive-by"shootings have become
frequent (California Dept.Justice,1988). Fortified
crack houses and protected"shooting galleries"have
become standard in facilitatingthe sale and use of
drugs.From the Florida area, Jamaican-based"posses"
with especially violent approachesto establishing and
controlling drug turf have spreadto many other cities
and brought with them increasedtraffic in drugs and
guns,and increases in related violentcrime (Graham,
1987).
Even when the gang linkagesare less evident, drug
usage and trafficking have corrodedmany urban areas and
escalated violence to the pointwhere drugs have become47
the overriding political and socialconcerns for the
residents and local government.Washington, D.C., for
example, had both the nation's highest1988 murder rate
of 59.5 per 100,000 population andalso led in having
the highest rate of increase in homicidesince 1987, an
increase of over 65 percent inone year, with the major-
ityofthesedeathsdrug-gang-related(NCJ-119517,
1989).
A "youth gang" is agroup of individuals between
the ages of 14 and 24years of age who associate on a
continuous basis.The gang is with or without formal
organization and hasasits leader its strongestor
boldest member.The gang has a name,claims a par-
ticular territory or neighborhood,and is involved in
criminal or deviant activity. This activity may be
directed towards a rivalgang, its own ethnic cohorts,
and the general population (CaliforniaDept. of Justice,
1988).There are three types of youthgangs that char-
acteristically permeate the community:the social gang,
the delinquent gang, and the violentgang.
The majority of gang membersare males who join the
gang by either committingacrimeor undergoing an
initiation procedure wherein theyare beaten severely by
fellow gang members to test theircourage and fighting
ability.The motive for joining agang is varied but
usually falls within one of thefollowing categories:48
1.Identity or Recognition.Being a part of a
gang allows the youth gang member to achievea level of
statusheorshefeelsimpossible outsidethe gang
culture.
2. Protection.Many members join because they
live in the gang's territoryand are, therefore subject
to violence by rivalgangs.Joining guarantees support
in case of assault and retaliationfor transgressions.
3.Fellowship and Brotherhood.To the majority of
youth gang members, thegang functions as an extension
of the family andmay provide companionship lacking in
the gang member's home environment.Many older brothers
and relatives belongor associate with a gang.
4.Intimidation. Some members are forced into
joining by their peergroup, and intimidation techniques
range from extorting lunch money to physicalbeatings.
If a particularly violentgang war is in progress, the
recruitment tactics used by thegang can be extremely
violent, even to the point ofmurdering a non-member to
coerce others into joining thegang.
The causes of youthgang violence are many and
range from revenge for a realor imagined wrongdoing to
competitionforcontroloveraparticularcriminal
enterprise such as extortionor drug trafficking.As
youth gangs have becomemore sophisticated, the types of
weapons used have evolved from fists,feet, and knives49
to handguns, automaticweapons, and sawed-off shotguns.
Most weaponsareeitherstolen during burglariesor
thefts or purchased througha"fence"(a person who
sells illegal or stolen property).
Manygangmembersconsiderthemselvesthe
"soldiers" of the neighborhoodor "hood" and consider it
(soldiering)their duty to protect it fromoutsiders,
usuallyrivalgang members. Encroachmentoftheir
territory or neighborhood cannotbe tolerated or the
gang will lose face and power; thusmany gang wars and
violent events have their beginnings.
According to the CaliforniaDepartment of Justice
(1988),the most frequent and mostpublicized violent
crime committed by youthgangs is the "drive-by" shoot-
ing.Members from one gang will seekout the homes,
schools,vehicles,or hang-outs ofa rival gang and
using and assortment ofweapons will drive by and shoot
at members of that gang. Usually,the "perpetrator"
gang member will yell out thegang name or slogan so
thatthe"victim"gang member(s)will know who was
responsible.Many "drive-by" shootings intoresidences
or in which gang members receive only minorinjury will
not be reported to law enforcementagencies.
Although most gangsareformed along racial or
ethnic lines, violence betweengangs is normally black
gang vs. black gang, or Hispanicgang vs. Hispanic gang,50
or Asian gang vs. Asian gang.The exception to this
premise is that of white gangs which have conflicts with
other ethnic groups on a regular basis.
The structure of a youth gang can range from a
loose-knit group of individuals who know one another and
commitcrimesand/or delinquentactstogethertoa
formal organization with one leader or ruling council of
several members having written rules and regulations
whichdelineateexpectedbehavioranddisciplinary
action to be taken against their own members or against
members ofa community. The leaders within a gang
usually acquire their positions of power through one of
two methods:either by force and brutality or by pos-
sessing leadership abilities.
The structure or involvement by members isgener-
ally broken into the following areas:
1.The Hard Core those who need and thrive on
the totality of gang activity. The gang's level of
violence is determined by the hard core (the OG's) and
their ability to orchestrate the gang as a vehicle to
manifest their own violence.The hard core members are
generally the leaders; the most violent, street wise,
and knowledgeable in legal matters.They are usually
liked and respected by the gang members and tolerated by
outsiders.
2.The Associates those who associate with the51
group for status and recognition.They wear the gang's
color,club jacket,attend social functions,and may
even have tattoos.
3.The Peripheral--also known as the"wanta
bees," those members who move "in andout" of the gang
and its activities.This member is associated with the
gang for the reason ofstatus.He or she will not
probably attain the level ofan "associate" or "hard
core" member.
4.Cliques the gang is further broken down into
"cliques," or groups, whichare usually determined by
age or geographical areas.This term may also be used
synonymously with thetermsof"gang,""barrio,"or
"neighborhood."
Youth gangsareusually organized along ethnic
linesandarecomprisedofAsian,black,Hispanic,
Pacific Islander, and whitegroups.Although they tend
to organize themselves according to ethnicity,the gangs
(who constitute a small segment ofthe population) are
not representative of the ethnic communityof which they
are a part.
Asian Gangs
The characteristics of Asiangangs are limited to
the four Asian ethnic ganggroups:Chinese, Vietnamese,
Korean, and Filipino, the formergangs being the most
frequently encountered by law enforcementand school52
officials, although Thai, Japanese,and various Pacific
Islander groups are also engaged inorganized criminal
gang activity in the schools.
Asian gangs are frequently termednon-traditional
gangs when compared to gangs of other ethnicgroups.
They are highly organized;some are just social groups.
Most have as their primary goal financialprofit.Asian
gangmembersalmostalwayswill deny membershipor
affiliation.Acts of violence are less random andless
frequent than with traditionalgangs and are committed
primarily to achieve group goals.Secrecy and remaining
anonymoustoauthority figuresisaconstantgoal.
Therefore, much more is needed to belearned about Asian
gangs.Asian gangs also sharemany characteristics of
traditionalgangs,suchasterritoriality,graffiti,
dress,gangrivalries,andsoforth,thoughthese
aspects are not as obviousor clearly evident as with
traditional gangs.
Territory/Turf
WithAsiangangs,"turf"islessrigidand
fluctuates.An Asian gang thinks of territory interms
of its victim population; victimsusually of the same
ethnic group as the gang preyingon them.For example,
a Korean gang member regards the "Korean"part of a city
as his territory, as well as all ethnicKoreans located
in surrounding areas.53
Turf for Asian gangs is bestregarded in terms of
the locations and populationclusters where the gang's
victim population residesand/orownsbusinessesor
attendsschool. Turfdoesnotrecognize municipal
boundaries.
Filipino gang members considerthemselves Pacific
Islanders and are similar tothe traditional Hispanic
gangswhencomparinggraffitiandnicknamesor
"monikers." However,Filipino gang membersare more
like the other Asian ethnicgroups previously discussed
when determining their territoryand boundaries.
Dress
Dress is not rigid and cannot beused to establish
gang affiliation; however, Asiangang dress is subject
to change over time accordingto fashion trends.
Graffiti
Graffiti was not prevalentwith most Asian gangs.
However,after the mid-1980's, graffitiby the Asian
gang members has become more noticeable.Graffiti at
hang-outs, schools, andon personal articles are becom-
ing more common; most of thegraffiti is done by members
in their teens.
Tattoos
Tattooing is notas widespread among Asian gangsas
among traditional gangs.The practice of tatooswas
largely discontinuedonce the gang members discovered54
that law enforcement officials keyedon the tatoos as a
form of identification.
Monikers
Many Asian gang members will havemore than one
"nickname"or moniker. This is because of members'
heritage, the moniker given to them bytheir associates,
or the name the gang member would prefer to becalled.
Black Gangs
Most black youth gangs fall intoone of two main
groups:Bloods and Crips.Blood gangs, as a rule,are
enemies of the Cripgangs, although not all Blood or
Crip gangs get along with each other.In the Western
region of the U.S., thereappears to be a greater number
of Crip gang members than Bloodgangs.Many Blood and
Crip gangs have been transplantedfrom California and
have retained their L.A. Countygang name affiliations.
Bloodgangscanbecharacterizedfromthe
following:
(1)Blood gang members identify withthe color
red.
(2)Bloodgangmembersaddresseachotheras
"BLOOD" and use the word in thesame manner that the
Crip gang members use the term"CUZ."
(3)Blood gang graffitican be identified by the
terms"BLOOD,""BLOODSTONE,""BS,"or"C/K,"which
stands for Crip killer.55
(4)There are more than 75 Blood"sets" or gangs
in the City of Los Angeles,California, alone, and there
are uncounted numbers of Bloodsetsin the Western
region of the U.S.
(5)BecauseBloodgangswerefirstformedto
protect themselves from Cripgangs, most Blood gangs are
allied and treatanyone wearing red in their territory
with respect.
(6)The word "Blood" is notusually found in the
gang name,such as "Outlaws"or "Crips."Instead, a
gang name will have a word witha "B" in it or be iden-
tified as "Bounty Hunters"or "Piru" or a certain part
of a city or area.
Cripgangscanalsobecharacterizedbythe
following:
(1)Crip gang membersidentify with thecolor
blue.
(2)Crip gang members address eachother using the
word "CUZ," short for cousin.They also announce what
they are by addressingnon-gang members or people they
are not sure of as "CUZ."The word "CUZ" may be spelled
in different ways suchas "KUZZ" or "CUZZZ."
(3)Crip gang graffitican be identified by other
words than Crip orcuz; the symbol "B/K," which stands
for Blood Killers is alsoan identifier.All Crips are
mortal enemies of all Bloods.The "B" use in graffiti56
will have a slash through it;this shows disrespect for
the other gang.
(4)There are more than 125 knownCrip "sets" in
the City of Los Angeles,California, alone.There are
uncounted numbers of sets inthe Western region of the
U.S. The Crips usually outnumberthe Bloods in the
amount of different sets andmembers.This is usually a
ratio of approximately 3 to 1.
(5)The word "Crip" is usuallyfound in the gang
name,suchas"HooverCrips,""4-TrayCrips,"and
"Carver Park Crips."
Dress
In most respects, dresscan be used to establish
gang affiliation.A red or blue bandanna isa black
gang member's national flag.Red or blue shoelaces and
other articles of clothingthat are conspicuously blue
or red, such as belts, ballcaps, jackets, or curlers.
Tattooswithgangnames,slogans,orinsignias.
Graffiti appearson clothing, especially on shoes,and
legs or arms.
Graffiti
Black graffiti is notas uniform as Latino graf-
fiti, but several rules doapply to most of it.Gener-
ally, it is read thesame as Latino graffiti; left to
right, top to bottom.Black gangs more oftenuse the
slant sign "/" fora spacer.The numbers 1,2, and 357
are often replaced with the terms"ace,""duce," or
[sic] "trey," respectively.Fifty-Second Street becomes
"Five Duce/Street"; Eighty-ThirdAvenue becomes "Eight
Trey/Avenue" and so forth.The term "trey" is often
spelled "tray" by thegangs.
Black gang members referto themselves as "pimps,"
"players,""dogs,""gangsters,""homeboys,"and
"hustlers."Some of the members are alsopart of some
gang names.Crip gang members referto themselves as
"cuzz";cuzz being interchangeable with Crip. Blood
gang members sometimes refer tothemselves as "piru"or
"red rags."
Monikers
Members of blackgangs use colorful monikersor
nicknames to describe themselves,such as "Super Fly,"
"Killer," "Face," "Yo Yo,""De Mac," and "Ace."Many
times, black gangs will includerival gang abbreviations
along with the slant sign and"K" representing killers.
Other symbols and slangfrequently used includes:"Bo"
for marijuana, "Crab" forCrip, "Hood" for neighborhood,
"N-H"for neighborhood,"Rooster" for piru or Blood,
"Ru" for piru or Blood, "Set"for neighborhoodor gang,
"Sway-boy" for Bloodor anti-Crip, "Ugs" for Bloods, and
"What set you from?" askingwhat gang you area member
of.58
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Hispanic Gangs
In the early 1900's,the first evidenceof Hispanic
gangs surfaced in theSouthern California area.Between
1910 and 1925, therewas a great influx of immigrants
intotheStateofCalifornia,particularlytheLos
Angeles area from Mexicodue to the politicalinsta-
bility ofthat country. These immigrants tendedto
reside in closeproximity to otherHispanics who had
migrated from thesame geographical area in Mexico.
Rivalry developed betweensome of the immigrants from
different areas of Mexicoor the U.S., leading to the
evolution of the firstknown gangs.59
The Depression of the 1930'sand the pre-World War
II era further contributedto the migration of Hispanic
families to California, Arizona,New Mexico, Oregon, and
Texas from Mexico.In the course of time, thesenew-
comers fragmented into severalgroups, each claiming its
own territory or turf.
More new gang territorieswere formed in the 1960's
and 1970's as a result offreeway construction, urban
renewal, and a desire ofsome parents to relocate their
families to a better environment.
Bytheearly1970's,theStateofCalifornia
noticed anincreasein gang graffiti,violence,and
crime.In the 1980's, these elementswere discovered in
other Western states.
Hispanic gangs invariablyname their gang after a
geographical area or turf,something they feel is worth
fighting forand defending. Foremostin each gang
member's mind is the beliefthat the gang is more impor-
tant than the individual member.This philosophycon-
tributes to the perpetuationof gang activity bymem-
bers, even with the knowledgethey may die in thecom-
mission of such activity.
Hispanicgang activity often becomesa"family
affair."Young males, ages 10 to 13, willbe the "pee
wees" or the "lil winos" withinthe gang.The ages of
14to22comprisethe"hard-core"members whoare60
involved in gang enforcementand crimesofagang-
related nature.Anyone who lives past theage of 22
then becomes a "Veterano."The "Veterano" may actively
participate in crimes butmore often will give aid,
shelter, and advice toyounger gang members.They will
hide members from the police,dispose of weapons used in
a crime, and provide places for themembers to meet and
have parties.
Hispanicgangsformalliancesforpurposesof
strength.Intergang feuds and "wars"occur largely over
territory or as a result ofsome real or imagined trans-
gression by a rivalgang.
White Gangs
For most people whogrew up before the 1960's,
skinheads are seenas yet another unpleasant andugly
aspect of modern youth.The real origins andreasons
for the emergence of thecult get lost in outrageat the
behavior of those whopossess the style.
The movement came aboutin England in the late
1960's but phased out in1972 when other new influences
in England had takenover.However, in 1976, in the
industrial areas of England,new youth surfaced more
anarchial and more shockingthan before. The"new
skins" achieved this byreviving the most extremeele-
ments ofthe old skinhead styleand by exaggerating
them. Headswereshavedcompletelyorthecrop61
bleached.Boots, jeans, and braceswere also revived.
The swastika, alreadyadorning many a "punk"t-shirt,
was flaunted in the form offacial tattoos, and the
public wastaunted with Nazi salutes(Walker,1980;
Hebdige, 1979).
Whitegangmembersshareacommonconviction,
usually centered aroundracism and anarchy.They are
united in their quest forunification of the whiterace.
There are several identifiedwhite supremacistgroups,
for example:"WAR," the White AryanResistance; "SWP,"
Supreme White Power; the"Skinheads"; the "KKK"; "Aryan
Nations"; "Odinists"; andseveral splintergroups from
each of the former.There is a cross-over ofoccult
groups, also.The former groups havenothing but time
to cultivate new members,develop justifications for
their beliefs, and solicittraining materials (Booker,
1980).
Most white graffiti iswritten by "stoners" whoare
usually involved in alcoholor drug abuse and criminal
acts. The graffitiis accompanied by radiostation
logos, rock bandnames, outlaw biker slogans, andwhite-
supremacy-type slogans.These youths mayor may not be
heavily involved in drugsand crime, but the majority
commit crimes to supporta drug addiction.White gangs
which associatethemselves with thewhitesupremacy
groups such as the "Ku Klux Klan,"the "American Nazi62
Party," and the "Supreme WhitePower" groups are in-
creasinginnumber andsizethroughoutthe Western
region of the U.S.Their graffiti is oftena means of
glorifyingandadvertisingthebeliefsthey espouse
(Daniel, 1972).
Sometimes, members ofa "stoner" group will "x-out"
Latin or black graffiti.For the most part, white youth
gangs do not claim.to be just that,"gangs," but their
activities fall within the givendefinition of a gang.
Some of the symbols andslang frequently used include:
"13," marijuana or the thirteenthletter of the alpha-
bet;"666," the Biblical sign ofthe Beast or devil;
"ANP,"American Nazi Party;"Arkies,"a white gang;
"Cowboys," a whitegang; "DFFL," Dope Forever Forever
Loaded; "Goat Ropers,"a white gang; "Honkies,"a white
gang; "HD," Harley-Davidson motorcycle;"Low Riders," a
white gang;"NSWPP," National SocialistWhite People
Party; "NSWP,"NationalSocialistWorkersParty;
"Oakies," a whitegang; "Surfer," a white gang; "SRIW,"
Super Race is White; "SWP,"Supreme White Power; "WPOD,"
White Punks on Dope.EXAMPLES
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One can say with relativeassurance that the vast
majority of motorcycleriders are decent,law-abiding
people.That is why the term"outlaw" is used by law
enforcement experts whenreferring to those bikerswho
are involved in illegal activities.
The predominance ofevidence suggests thatgenuine
"outlaw bikers"are operating throughoutthe Western
region of the U.S. andnationally.The followingare a
few of the recognizedgangs that law enforcement offi-
cialshave encountered inrecent years: the Ghost
Riders, Gypsy Jokers,Hessians, Nuggets, Outsiders,and
the Hell's Angels.
A majority of thesegangs started in California
shortly after the endof WWII.Originally, the groups
were composed largely of alienatedcombat veterans, much
like some of the soldierswho returned from Vietnam2564
years later.The first, and still the most powerful,is
the Hell's Angels, named aftera B-17 bomber squad that
operated out of England during WWII.Today, the gangs
have moved on to new crimes, includingthe manufacture
and distribution of meth.Many of the gangs are set up
like Mafia families andoperate on a multi-state or
international level.
Also, many outlaw motorcyclegangs are thought to
be tied to white supremacistgroups, including the Ku
KluxKlanandtheAryanBrotherhood. TheAryan
Brotherhoodisa whitesupremacist prison gang that
started in the West Coast prisons inthe early 1960's.
The gang was formed primarilyto protect white inmates
against such already-establishedminority prison gangs
as the Mexican Mafia.The Aryan Brotherhood prisongang
forged permanent links with theHell's Angels in the
1970's.That was when Ralph Berger, the club'sfounder
and president, was sentencedto prison in California for
a variety of crimes.When Berger allied with the prison
gang,the Hell's Angelswere bonded with the white
supremacist movement.
To many people, the thought of heavilyarmed, drug-
running racist bikers mustseem like something out of a
B-rated crime movie.That is not to say the youthgangs
such as the Crips, Bloods, andSkinheads are overrated,
but the threat posed by outlawmotorcycle gangs has65
definitely been underreported by themedia.
In addition to the descriptivenames of certain
gangs, a series of number designationsare also used to
identify a particular gang. For example,the number
"81" refer to the eighth and firstletters of the alpha-
bet, "H" and "A," or Hell's Angels.66
VIIDRUG USE IN SCHOOLS
The public has becomeaware of drug abuse as a
problem for U.S. publicschools in the past3 years.
When asked to identify thebiggest problems with which
the public schools must deal,32 percent of those inter-
viewed for the 1988 Gallupeducation poll reported "use
of drugs by students."Lack of discipline wasa distant
second,reportedby19percentoftherespondents
(Gallup & Elam, 1988).
The year 1988 was the thirdconsecutive year in
which the public identifieddrug abuse as the biggest
school problem. However,in 1986 only2percentage
points separated the problemof drug abuse from the
problem of discipline.In 1987, drug abuse was reported
by30percentoftherespondents,discipline by22
percent. In the 17 Gallup educationpolls prior to
1986,the public identifieddiscipline as the biggest
problem for public schools eachyear except in 1971 when
"lack of proper financing"was reported to be the big-
gest problem (Gallup & Elam,1988).
A particularly troublingaspect of the drug problem
is the notion thatmany children who would otherwise
remain ona path toward responsible citizenshipare
deflected by druguse which, in turn, leads to reduced
performance in school, tragicaccidents, involvement in67
gangs and crime, and reduced lifechances (NCJ-104555,
1988).
Survey of Youth
Drugs
Johnston (1987) reported thatthe United States has
the highestlevelsofillicit drug useamong young
peopletobefoundinanyindustrializednation.
Student use of illicitdrugs increased steadilythrough
the 1970's and reacheda peak for most categories of
drugs in 1981.During this period of time,60 percent
of the high schoolstudents surveyed reportedsmoking
marijuana, and 10 percentreported smoking iton a daily
basis.More than half (57 percent)of the high school
students surveyed reportedthat they had triedother
illicit drugs, andmore than one-third had triedillicit
drugs other than marijuana.In the following 6years,
1981 through 1986, theuse of alcohol remained steady,
and cigarette smoking,which Johnston (1987)reported
will take the lives ofmore young people than all other
drugs combined, hadnot significantly droppedamong high
school students since 1984.
The use of drugs isnot confined only tohigh
school students.The percentage ofyoungsters who begin
using marijuana in theninth grade or earlierhas almost
doubled over the last fiveyears.Many hard-core drug
users report that marijuanawas their "threshold" drug,68
theonethattook them intothe world ofcocaine,
heroin, and PCP.That perception is corroboratedamong
drug-using youth in the long-term,state-operated juven-
ile facilities;19 percent of the youth reportedthey
first used drugs before theage of 10; 38 percent of the
youth reported their firstuse was before the age of 12
(NCJ-11365, 1988).
Reported by Johnston(1987),most pre-teens and
teens' initial experiences with theso-called "gateway"
drugs(marijuana,alcohol,and cigarettes)took place
before high school.Specifically, about 23 percent of
thehigh school studentstried marijuana before the
ninth grade; about 55 percent triedalcohol before the
ninth grade;and about36percentfirst got drunk,
"intoxicated," before the ninth grade.About 53 percent
tried cigarettes before theninth grade, and about 12
percentweresmoking daily beforetheninthgrade.
About 45 percent of the peoplelabeled as drug "abusers"
started using drugs before the ninthgrade.
The statistics on theuse and abuse of marijuana,
alcohol, and cigarettesamong pre-teen and high school
students are relevant becausethey show a contrast to
the use of "hard" drugs lateron in life (NCJ-118312,
1989; NCJ-97221, 1987).
According to Table #12, students in1986 were using
drugs (with the exception ofstimulants) at about the69
same rate as in 1976.For example, 53 percent ofthe
high school class of 1976indicated they had "ever used"
marijuana; 51 percent of theclass of 1986 indicated the
same.The numbers reporting recentmarijuana use (32
percent of the class of 1976 and23 percent of the class
of 1986) have showeda slight decrease over the past
decade.It is hard to be optimisticabout drug use
among high school students when reporteddeclines in
drug usage remain unacceptable(Johnston, 1987, 1985).
TABLE 12DRUG USAGE:AMERICA'S HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS
PERCENT EVER USED
1980 1981 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987
Marijuana/Hashish 60.3 59.5 57.0 54.9 54.2 50.9 50.2
Inhalants 11.9 12.3 13.6 14.4 15.4 15.9 17.0
Inhalants Adj.' 17.6 17.4 18.8 19.0 18.1 20.1 18.6
Amyl & Butyl 11.1 10.1 8.4 8.1 7.9 8.6 4.7
Hallucinogens 13.3 13.3 11.9 10.7 10.4 9.7 10.3
Hallucinogens Adj.2 15.7 15.7 14.7 13.3 12.1 11.9 10.6
LSD 9.3 9.8 8.9 8.0 7.5 7.2 8.4
PCP 9.6 7.8 5.6 5.0 4.9 4.8 3.0
Cocaine 15.7 16.5 16.2 16.1 17.3 16.9 15.2
Heroin 1.1 1.1 1.2 1.3 1.2 1.1 1.2
Other Poiates3 9.8 10.1 9.4 9.7 10.2 9.0 9.2
Stimulants3 26.4 32.2 35.4 NA NA NA NA
Stimulants Adj.3'4 NA NA 26.9 27.9 26.2 23.4 21.6
Sedatives3 14.9 16.0 14.4 13.3 11.8 10.4 8.7
Barbiturates3 11.0 11.3 9.9 9.9 9.2 8.4 7.4
Methaqualone 9.5 10.6 10.1 8.3 6.7 5.2 4.0
Tranquilizers3 15.2 14.7 13.3 12.4 11.9 10.9 10.9
Alcohol 93.2 92.6 92.6 92.6 92.2 91.3 92.2
Cigarettes 71.0 71.0 70.6 69.7 68.8 67.6 67.2
NA = Not Available
1Adjusted for underreporting of amyl and butylnitrates
Adjusted for underreporting of PCP
3Only drug use which was not undera doctor's orders
4Adjusted for overreporting of the non-prescriptionstimulants
Source:National Institute on Drug Abuse,p. 47.70
Alcohol
Johnston (1985) reported that in 1963only 4 per-
cent of America's young adults had triedmarijuana.A
further study by Johnston (1985) showedthat 57 percent
of America's young adults had triedmarijuana in 1983.
The reported use of alcohol in 1963 byyoung adults was
47percent;in1983,the percentage ofhigh school
students who admitted use of alcoholwas roughly 92
percent.
Alcohol is the most widely used drug byjuveniles.
A 1981 survey reported that 93percent of high school
seniorshadatleasttriedalcoholic beverages,71
percent reported using alcohol in thepast month, and 41
percent reported binge drinking (5or more drinks on a
single occasion) within the past 14days.It has been
estimated that between one-third andone-half of the
young people in the United States become intoxicated
once every 14 days (NCJ-97221, 1987).
Most of us have observed aperson in the process of
getting drunk.A drink or two can reduce one's inhibi-
tions.A few more drinks seriously affectone's judge-
ment, speech, and motor coordination.Occasionally, an
impulsive or inexperienced drinkerwill consume a fatal
dosebeforelosing consciousness. Yet,despite the
progressive loss of function,a drinker is not aware of
impairment.Thus, this impairment is probably theroot71
of the "drug problem."The gradual impairment caused by
many widely used drugs does not become obvious until an
individual has become a confirmed user (Carlson, 1984).
So, what does it mean when someone is labeled as an
"alcoholic?"Many people have a stereotyped image of an
alcoholic as a skid-row transient sleeping on the side-
walk with a wine bottle in his or her hand.While this
person may be an alcoholic, his or her type constitutes
only about 25 to 45 percent of the alcoholics living on
the streets and about 5 percent of the alcoholics in the
U.S.(NCJ-104562, 1988).
Alcoholism and alcoholic have been defined by a
variety ofcriteria. The World Health Organization
describes the term alcoholic as:
"Thoseexcessivedrinkerswhosedependence
upon alcohol has attained such a degree that
it shows a noticeable mental disturbance or an
interferencewiththeirbodilyandmental
health,theirinterpersonalrelations,and
their smooth social and economic functioning,
orwhoshowprodromalsignsofsuch
development."(1952)
ThecriteriacommitteeoftheNationalCouncilon
Alcoholism (NCA) defines alcoholism as a "pathological
dependence on alcohol"(NCA1972). And the DSM-III
definesalcoholdependenceas"eitherapattern or
pathological alcohol useorimpairment in social or
occupational functioning due to alcohol use."It fur-
ther defines alcohol abuse as "a pattern of pathological
alcohol use" (APA, 1980).As the above examples demon-72
strate,the meanings of man of the definitionsare
similar,but thespecific wording for each is differ-
ent.
Regardless of how alcoholism oran alcoholic is
defined,some groups,however, seem to be at greater
risk than others.For example, males appear to become
alcoholic more frequently than females; 10 to15
percent of adult male drinkers report consuming120 or
more drinks per month, compared with only 4 percent of
female drinkers, and 5 percent of malesalso reported
experiencing 3 or more symptoms of alcoholdependence,
compared with about 2 percent of female drinkers(Deluca,
et. al., 1981).
Like many of us who may havea stereotyped view of
the alcoholic, the educational communityhas tended to
look upon alcoholism as a problem associatedwith adults-
-not a phenomena affecting school-agedpersons.
There arefeatures of thedrug usage that should
be noted.First, according to the FBI's scheduleof
illicit drugs, new onesare added but none are removed
from the list of scheduled substances.Thus, marijuana
and LSD(Schedule 1 drugs), two of the most commonly
used drugsof the 1960's, did not replaceor diminish
the use and or abuse of "established"legally available
drugs such as alcohol and tobacco.Nor has the recent
increasein the useof cocaine andamphetamines and73
"designerdrugs"suchas"ice"or"MDMA,"replaced
marijuana or LSD (FBI, 1988).
This is meant tomean that, regionally the demand
for a particular drug(s)does vary.But the individual
preference for a particulardrug(s) does notso much
come and go as it comes andgoes and comes again and
again.This is the cyclicalpattern of drug preference.
See Table #13.
TABLE 13ARRESTS FOR DRUG ABUSEVIOLATION:1987
TOTAL*
U.S.
100%
WESTERN
STATES
100%
SaleManufacture: 25.8 20.0
Heroin/Cocaine 14.1 11.4
Marijuana 7.0 5.9
Synthetic drugs .9 .2
Other drugs 3.8 2.4
Possession: 74.2 80.0
Heroin/Cocaine 31.5 42.9
Marijuana 33.4 42.9
Synthetic drugs 1.8 .6
Other drugs 7.5 13.9
* Percentagesmay not add to totals.
Source: NationalInstituteofJustice,NCJ-121022, 1990, p. 29.
Secondly, Johnston (1987)argues that juvenile drug
use is not unique toa select few; that juvenilesare
more vulnerable to the lure ofillicit drug use and that
drugs are more readilyavailable, and inmore potent and74
less expensive forms.The Bureau of Justice Statistics
reported in 1990 that high schoolseniors stated they
could obtain the followingdrugs "fairly easily"or
"very easily":
Alcohol 89.7%
Marijuana 85.0
Amphetamines 63.9
Cocaine powder 50.3
Crack 42.1
Tranquilizers 49.1
Barbiturates 47.8
LSD 33.3
Heroin 28.0
(NCJ-121022, 1990).
Thirdly, that peerpressure is an important factor
in drug use.Johnston (1987) found that muchof youth-
ful drug use was initiatedthrough peer social-learning
processes,and research has showna high correlation
between an individual's illicitdrug use and that of his
or her friends.
Then, drugs becomea double-edged sword. First,
they are readily availableand in more potent and less
expensive forms. Second,juveniles use them because
their friends do.The most destructive effects ofdrug
usehave nothing todo with short-term inebriation,
nothing to do with "being high."The most destructive
effects are not felt at all.The degenerative effects
of ethanol on the liveror the storing of THC from
marijuana in the cells of thebrain is not felt by the
user,nor is a teenager's passage from"experimental"75
drug use to "social" druguse, or from social use to
"chemical dependency" (Carlson,1984).
Drug Education
It must be stressed that Americaneducation is not
in the midst of a GoldenAge,rather a "Drug Age."
Concern about drug use is notnew to our society or to
our time.What is new are the millionsof school-aged
persons using marijuana, cocaine, amphetamines,LSD, and
other illicit drugs along withlegal drugs.The problem
of drug use and abuse havebeen addressed in a variety
of ways, most commonly throughlegislation, education,
and law enforcement.The degree of interest inprevent-
ing drug use and relatedproblems, however, has depended
on the nature and level of the perceivedproblem, the
political climate,the economic climate, andpressure
from interested groups (Jones& Battjes, 1985).
The reasons why peopleuse illicit drugs, however,
are complex and are affected not only bythe legality or
illegality of the drugs, but alsoby family, societal,
and cultural factors.Law enforcement can be butone
part of the solution, educationbeing another part of
the solution, andprograms to inform people about the
properties of various drugs andthe risks associated
with their use.The short-term answermay be an en-
lightened awareness and perceptionof the problem.The
long-term answer may be toprevent the use of illicit76
drugs.Schools are most likely tosucceed in achieving
the latter if they allotmore time and money to drug
education before childrenconfront the choice of whether
or not to use a "gateway"or "threshold" drug (Schaps,
1981).
Although the publicmay perceive that substantial
resources have been allocated todrug prevention and
intervention through educationand public information
campaigns, the amountsspent on these effortsare small
compared with those spent byagencies that enforce drug
laws.This resource problem resultsfrom a historical
emphasis on solving drugproblems by reducing supply
rather than demand (NCJ-104556,1988; NCJ-118312, 1989).
Many attempts have been madeto control the use and
abuse of drugs (includingalcohol and tobacco) through
education. Society'sreadinesstoseek educational
solutions for social illsreflects the value it attached
to education per se and itscommitment to the notion of
education based upon rationalargument and experience.
Educational strategies andprograms to combat drug
abuse differ in manyaspects, including the categories
of drugs and groups theprograms target, their content
and objectives, the media,the audience, theprocesses
they use, and theireffectiveness.Drug education is
neitherasimplenorasingleconcept;itrefers,
rather, to a collectivity oflaws, policies, programs,77
and actions designedtoinfluence theuseof drugs
(Bell, et. al., 1985).
Drug educationprograms generally fall intothree
groups: thosethatfocusonprovidingfactual
information about drugs;those that are concernedwith
attitudes, feelings, andvalues; and those thatattempt
to deal more directlywith behavior.Most modern pro-
grams contain elements of allthree approaches (Glynn,
et. al., 1983).
The current trend isto include a variety ofcom-
ponentsdesignedtoinfluenceknowledge,feelings,
skills,and behavior. The elements of theprograms
attempt to developor enhance general interpersonaland
coping skills, andspecific skills relatedto drug use,
such as assertivenessand refusal touse drugs (Glynn,
et. al., 1983).
Promising evidenceregarding the impact ofthese
education programscomes from smoking preventionstud-
ies,which offer approachesthat can beapplied to
education about otherdrugs (Bell, et. al.,1985).
A recent trend insome drug educationprograms is
to use positivepeer influences by involvingsame-age or
older peers in teachingand counseling.By contrast,
other programs attemptto counteract the negativein-
fluence of peerpressure to use drugs.Schaps (1981)
reportedthat,"Evidencesuggeststhatprograms78
involving both peers andteachers are more effective
than programs involvingteachers alone."
The strength ofprograms that depend exclusivelyon
the transmission ofinformation restson the fact that
they fit into the traditionalway in which schools and
students operate, namely intoa cognitive orientation to
learning.They are easy to implementand evaluate, and
they meet students'.expectations.No time is required
to preparestudentsto deal with thelessfamiliar
processes and content associatedwith life skillspro-
grams (Tobler, 1986).
Information programs,however, suffer froma major
weakness.According to Polich (1984),they fail to take
account of noncognitiveinfluences on behavior andtend
to focus only on the negativeaspect of drug use,run-
ning the risk ofarousing excessive levelsof anxiety.
Tobler (1986) concludedthat focusing on handlingpeer
pressure,such asthe "Just Say No"approaches, may
placateconcernedbutnaiveparents,teachers,and
funding sources, butit is an incompleteapproach to
confronting the task ofpreventing drug abuse.Accord-
ing to both Polich (1984)and Tobler (1986), theempha-
sis should be placedon reducing the abuse, regularuse,
and misuse of drugsamong teenagers.
The effectiveness oftypes of drug education is
also in question.The goal of drug-freeyouth is not as79
easy asit may seem, particularlyif"drug-free"is
simply what it means:"alcohol-free," "tobacco-free,"
and "marijuana-free."There are numerousprograms, cur-
ricula,and books developed towarda more effective
drug-free lifestyle.In contrast, thereare these same
directed toward the "responsibleuse" of drugs.These
types of programs havean "anti-drug" stand but stress
the responsible use ofdrugs; they do notcome out in
favor of refusing touse drugs altogether.
In Rosen and Weil's 1983 bookentitled, "Chocolate
toMorphine: Understanding Mind-ActiveDrugs,"the
first chapter delivered thefollowing message: ".
drugs are here to stay."The authors continue by advis-
ing young readers to:
II
.question your parents aboutthe drugs
they use.Maybe they willagree to give up
theirs if you will giveup yours.If you can
convince them thatyour drug use is respon-
sible,youmaybeabletoallaytheir
anxiety."
Parentsarealsocounseledby RosenandWill
(1983), "Don't makeyour child feel it is wrong toget
high."The authors furtherargue that ". . .there are
no bad drugs, only bad relationshipswith drugs."
The discussion ofdo-it-anyway-but-be-responsible
implies that theuse of a legal or illicit drugmay be
an appropriate answer for a particulargroup of people.
Itisclearthatnotallapproachesareequally
effective or appropriate forall target audiencesor for80
alldrugs. Withoutaninformedevaluation,little
progress can be made toward the goal of"drug-free"
youth, nor with the problem of druguse and abuse in the
schools be solved.The problem of drugs in schools,
drug usage by pre-teens and teenscan be solved, but it
must be addressed in a comprehensive and completeway
that will allow the effective prevention of druguse and
related problems.81
VIIISUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS
Perspective
It was estimated that nearly35 million personal
andhouseholdcrimeswerecommittedthroughoutthe
nation during 1987versus 34 million in 1986, and the
increase in crime continueseach year at the rate of
between 1 to 2 percent (NCJ-115524,1989).
Unpleasant as the factmay be,crime is out of
control. Nolongercanwesighapatheticallyor
blithely shrug ourshouldersand say that crimeis
something that happens tosomeone else.Every time the
clock ticks, another crimehas been committed.Crime
and violence are everywhere,and if you live in the
Western region of the UnitedStates, you are signifi-
cantly more likely to bea victim of a criminal act
(NCJ-116262, 1989).
Crime is big business.Not all crimes arecom-
mitted by the Mafiaor drug dealers--or youthgangs or
other criminals.President Johnson's blue-ribbonCrime
Commission reported in 1967that 91 percent of Americans
surveyed admitted to committingactsfor which they
could have been sentto prison.These Americans were
not simply the "criminal element,"but so-called honest,
respected citizens ofour land (USGPO, 1967).
The 1960's and 1970'swere a grievous period inour
nation's history.Comparing that period withwhat has82
occurred in the 1980'sand what willoccur in the 1990's
only reinforces thepremise of this thesis.President
Johnson's Commission listedsome 200 factors responsible
for lawlessness andoutlined ways tocorrect the upward
swing in crime.However, some 22years later we dis-
covered that crime hasincreased, not decreased,despite
theimplementationofmanyoftherecommendations
(USGPO, 1967).
Crime and the fearof crime threaten bothteachers
and students and destroythe learning environmentwithin
the school. The previous statisticsand information
presented seem to justifythis concern.
According to Welsh (1987),one day while beginning
a lesson, he hearda strange cooing sound andturned
around to discovera baby sitting on the lapof one of
the students in hisclassroom.It was her baby.Welsh
notes that thiswas not the first timea student had
brought a baby to class,despite there beinga rule
against it.Clearly, high schoolis not what itonce
was or as is perceived today.This point has been made
repeatedly in this thesis.
Obviously, students havechanged.They hold real
jobs,own and drive cars,use illegal drugs,commit
violent crimes, havesex, and make babies.They seem
moreworldlyand wiserthan pastgenerations;they
participate in more adultactivities, but theyare not83
more adult.It is not just thatstudents are different.
Parents, too, are not whatthey once were.According to
Welsh(1987),one father wanted to providealcoholic
beverages at a schoolfunction because the"kids deserve
a rest."Further noted by Welshwas a mother who called
a school counselor andasked him to persuadeher teenage
son, who was suffering froma hangover, to get out of
bed and go to school.Also, a divorced motherwho slips
away with her boyfriendon weekends,leaving her two
teenage daughtersto fend for themselves,asked the
school for help becauseone of the girls had begunto
imitate her.
The teachers may alsohave changed.Welsh (1987)
reported thatsome students had includedobscenities in
their assignedpapers.One student wrote, "Thisis a
fucking waste of timeand paper."It was a test tosee
if the teacher readwhat the student hadwritten.The
teacher flunked thetest.
The messageseems to be clear, thatour society has
changed drastically inthe past two decades,and what
goes on in our schoolsmerely reflects thosechanges.
The schools are differentbecause the UnitedStates is
different.It is a country in whichchildren spendmore
time in front of thetelevision than they spendin the
classroom; in which studentscome home to empty, locked
houses;in which foreignersare ridiculed and racial84
prejudiceendemic;in which childrenturnintheir
parents for illegal druguse and abuse.More impor-
tantly, the soaring crimerates and immorality found in
our schools merely reflects howour society has changed.
That the school isa reflecting pool into whichwe may
look and see ourselves!
Recommendations
The purpose of this thesisis twofold.First, to
present information relating tothe prevalence of crime
and violence.Second, to develop a usablenomenclature
to better understand and deal withthe problems of crime
and violence in the nation'sprivate and public schools.
Moreover, the purpose of this thesisis to transmit and
instill ideas and informationin the mind of the reader.
These challenges have beenmet!
The challenge facing educatorsis to provide in-
service trainingprograms.These programs should focus
on 1) the problems that exist in theschools, increasing
teacher awarenessofcrimeand violenceand howit
affects their students, and 3)understanding the lan-
guage used by students and othersthat refer to drugs,
crime, and ganges in thepublic sector as wellas the
schools.
The data presented in thisthesis, especially in
the glossary which has beendeveloped from the litera-
ture,shouldserveasareadyreferencetoeach85
principal, counselor, and classroomteacher.To know
the terminology is not sufficient.Educators must have
a thorough understanding not only ofthe nomenclature,
but also of the meaning ofthese terms and how this
information relates to them in thecontext of the class-
room and school.
Changeisconstant,andeducators,morethan
others, realize this fact.However, with change must
come understanding and knowledge.
Ideally, the school must helpthe parents, primary
caregivers, and the communityunderstand and deal with
thechangein their neighborhoodsand schools. In-
service workshops for thispopulation and exposure to
thenomenclatureintheglossary will assistthese
groups to better understand and dealwith the changes
and problems they face daily.
Schools must changeas society changes.They must
meet the challenges societypresents them daily.Knowl-
edge and understandingcan overcome fear.
The glossary of terms willassist not only edu-
cators, but also the public andthe justice community to
understand each other andwork together to createa
better learning environment.86
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APPENDIX A
OFFENSES
An "offense" is something that violatesa law and
for which a penalty is prescribed bystatute or ordin-
ance.An offense can be a violation,an infraction, a
misdemeanor, or a felony:
(1)Violations and Infractions.An offense is a
violationoraninfractionifthe maximum
possible penalty is a fine.These are not
crimes.
(2)Misdemeanors.An offense is a misdemeanor if
the maximum possible penalty isup to a year
in the county jail.Misdemeanors are crimes.
(3)Felonies. An offenseisafelonyifthe
maximum possible penalty ismore than one year
inthestate prison orlifeinthestate
prison without the possibility of parole,or
the death penalty is imposed.A judge has the
powertoreducesometypesoffelonies to
misdemeanors.Felonies are crimes.
Felonies and misdemeanors are subdivided basedupon
the seriousness of the crime and the maximumpossible
penalty that can be imposed:
(1)Misdemeanors.
Class C --30 days in jail and up toa $500
fine101
Class B 6monthsinjailand up toa
$1,000 fine
Class A -- 1 year in jail and up toa $2,500
fine
(2)Felonies.
Class C -- 5years in prison and up to a
$100,000 fine
Class B 10 years in prison andup to a
$100,000 fine
Class A --20 years in prison andup to a
$100,000 fine.
Unclassified --Whatever the statute defining
the offense calls for. Can
be from a year and a day in
prison, to life in prison, to
the death penalty.03PLAINT
1
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I
ARREST
JAIL
APPENDIX B
OFFENDERMISDEMEANOR
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APPENDIX D
The sources relatingto the Glossaryare informal
and are derived fromthe natural course ofevents in my
several years working inthe criminal justicesystem.
GLOSSARY
A
AA:Alcoholics Anonymous.
AAIAN:Association for theAdvancement of Instruction
about Alcohol and Narcotics.
Abactor:legalism referringto a cattle thiefor horse
thief.
ABAJ:American Bar AssociationJournal.
ABC:Aberrant Behavior Center.
Abe:five-dollar bill.
Abnormal criminal:psychopath or psychoticwhose mental
illness creates thepotential for criminalbehavior.
A-bomb: marijuana-and-heroin cigarette;hashish-and-
opium cigarette.
Abscond:to depart froma geographical areaor juris-
diction prescribed byone's parole or probationwithout
authorization; to absentoneself intentionallyor con-
ceal oneself unlawfullyto avoid a legalprocedure; to
leave with theproperty of another.
Abstinence:habitual avoidance ofalcoholic drinks and
narcotics.105
Abstinence syndrome:symptoms resulting from withdrawal
from alcohol or drugs.
Abuse:to attack physicallyor with words; to maltreat
or misuse; excessive use of alcohol,drugs, sex, etc.
Abusivelanguage: defamatory,harsh,orscurrilous
language.
ACA:American Correctional Association.
ACAN:Action Committee AgainstNarcotics.
ACAP:American Councilon Alcohol Problems.
Accessories: indicators of gang affiliation: hats,
handkerchiefs, shoelaces, belts,caps, bandannas, ath-
letic shoes, jackets;refers to clothing articles.
Accessory:anyone encouraging or incitinganother (or
others) to commita criminal act is calledan accessory
before the fact;anyone concealing the fact ofa crime
or aiding the escape of itsperpetrator(s) is calledan
accessory after the fact.
Accomplice:anyone participating in a crimeor advising
and encouraging the commissionof a crime.
Ace:one-dollar bill; marijuanacigarette.
Acid:1-acetyl-d-lysergic acid diethylamideLSD-25.
Acid freak:frequent user of LSD.
Acid head:user of hallucinogenic drugs;user of LSD;
LSD addict.
Acid lab:illegal laboratory producingLSD and/or other
hallucinogenic drugs.106
Acid pad:place where drugsare used.
ACLU:American Civil Liberties Union.
Aconite:poisonous alkaloid depressant,also known as
monkshood or wolfsbane.
Acquisitive vandalism:legal term for damage topro-
perty accompanyingthelootingofautomaticvending
machines, parking meters,telephone coin boxes, etc.
Acquittal:judgment of a court, basedon the verdict
either of a judge or ofa jury, that a defendant is not
guilty of the offense(s) forwhich tried.
ACT:American College TestingProgram.
Active crowd:police term foran angered and excited
mob or group of people.
Acts of God:occurrences beyond human control, suchas
floods, blizzards, earthquakes,etc.
ADA:Assistant District Attorney.
Adamsite: mob-controlgaswhich causesnausea and
severe vomiting.
ADAPCP:Alcohol and Drug Abuse Preventionand Control
Program.
Addict:victim of addiction, addictedto alcohol or
drugs or narcotics.
Addicted infants:narcotic addiction in infantsborn to
narcotic-dependent mothers.
Addiction:state of chronic or periodicintoxication
caused by repeated consumptionof alcohol or another107
drug; physiologicalas well as psychologicaldependence.
Addictivedrug: physiologicallyorpsychologically
addictive drugs;includes alcohol,amphetamines, bar-
biturates, opiates, tranquilizers,etc.
Adjudicated:judicially determinedto be a delinquent
or status offender; defendant incriminal or juvenile
proceedings.
Adjudication: ajudicialdecisionorsentence,to
adjudicate, which isto hear or to try anddetermine
judicially; to determinethe legal status ofa juvenile
asa"delinquent"or"not delinquent";to determine
guilt.
Adjudicatory hearing:fact-finding process whereina
court determines whetherornot there issufficient
evidence tosustain allegations madeina petition;
juvenile court term.
Administrative law:law governing howadministrative
agencies function.
Adult book:advertising euphemism fora pornographic
publication--refersnotonlyto books,butalsoto
magazines and posters.
adw (ADW):assault with a deadlyweapon.
African black:African-grown marijuana.
AG:Attorney General.
Aggravated assault:attack with a weapon,irrespective
of whether or not therewas injury, and attack withouta108
weapon resulting either in seriousinjury (for example,
broken bones, loss ofteeth, internal injuries,or loss
of consciousness)or in undetermined injuryrequiring
two or more days ofhospitalization.Also includes
attempted assault witha weapon.
Aggression: behaviorcharacterizedbyphysicalor
verbal attack, or both.
Air gun:weapon which uses compressedair or gas to
launch a projectile.
alc: alcohol;approximate lethal concentrationof a
drug or poison.
Alcohol: aCentralNervousSystemdepressant;a
sedative.
Alcoholic: apersonaddictedtoalcohol;unsafe
drinker.
Alcoholism: the compulsiveabuseof alcohol byan
alcoholic.
Alcoholomania:abnormal craving for alcohol.
Aloglagnic:person who derives pleasure frominflicting
or suffering pain; sadist; masochist.
Alias:nickname; different froma person's legal name.
Alien:foreign-born non-citizen;a traveler or vagrant.
Alienist:specialist in mental diseases.
Amapola:red Mexican poppy fromwhich opium and deriva-
tive opiates are extracted.
American Nazi Party:group of adherents to Hitler's109
racialdoctrines;NationalSocialistWhitePeople's
Party.
Am J Corr:American Journal ofCorrections.
Amotivational syndrome:lack of motivation andloss of
personal will,prone to suggestions andmanipulation by
other people; sometimesevidenced in chronic drugusers.
Amphetamines:Central Nervous Systemstimulants produc-
ing anxiety, irritability,rapid heartbeat, andrest-
lessness;(bennies,dexies,co-pilots,wake-ups,lid
poppers,hearts, pep pills);methamphetamines(speed,
dynamite).
Amphets:amphetamines.
Amps:ampules.
Analgesia:loss of sensitivityto pain.
Analgesics:drugs that relieve pain.
Anarchism:doctrine that allgovernment is undesirable
and unnecessary;anarchy; anti-ideological;anarchists
who are anti-capitalistand anti-communist;a political
action by young radicals.
Anascha:hashish grown in thesouthern USSR.
Anesthetics:drugs that abolish thesensation of pain.
Anfo: ammoniumnitrateplusfueloil(ablasting
agent).
Angel dust:PCP; phencyclidine.
Anglo:Anglo-American.
Animal crackers:LSD-impregnated animalcrackers.110
A-NL:Anti-Nazi League.
Anomie:absence of any well-definedsense of right and
wrong.
Anorectic:a drug that decreases appetite.
Antabuse:tetraethylthiuram disulfide,used in treating
alcoholism.
Anticholinergics:drugs that block thetransmission of
impulses in the parasympatheticnerves.
Antidepressants:drugs that lessensevere depression;
Elavil,Marplan,Nardil,Parnate,Tofranil(brand
names).
Antipsychotic tranquilizers:drugs used to treatpsy-
chosis; tranquilizers;neuroleptics.
Anti-Semitism:antipathy towardor hatred of Jews.
Antisocial personality:sociopathic characterdisorder
marked by moral deviationand often by extensivein-
volvement in crime.
ao:arresting officer.
APB:all-points bulletin.
Aphrodisiac:anything increasingor stimulating sexual
desire.
Appeal:request by the defenseor the prosecution that
a case be removed froma lower court and reviewedby a
higher court.
Appearance:act of coming intoa court and submitting
to its authority.ill
Appear citation:written order issuedby a law-enforce-
ment officer directingan alleged offender toappear at
a specific court at a specifictime to answera criminal
charge.
Apprehend:to arrest.
ar:armed robbery.
Armed robbery:act of attemptingor taking of property
in the possessionof another by usingor threatening to
use a deadly or dangerousweapon.
Arraignment:stage in the judicialprocess when the
defendant is read thecharges, informed of rightsand
required to entera formal plea regarding thecharges.
Arrest:to take a person intocustody by authority of
law in order to chargewith a criminal offense.
Arrest warrant:document issued bya judicial officer
directing a law-enforcementofficer to arresta person
accused of a crime.
Arson:intentional destructionby explosive or fireof
property with intent todefraud.
Arson-first degree:burning of dwellings.
Arson-fourth degree:an attempt to burn buildingsor
property.
Arson-second degree:burning of buildings.
Arson-third degree: burning of propertyother than
buildings.
Arsonist:criminal who maliciouslysets fires.112
Artillery: drug-injecting equipment; druglaboratory
equipment.
Aryan Brotherhood: neo-Naziwhitesupremacist gang
engaged in criminal acts.
Aryan Youth Movement:California-based neo-Nazi white
supremacist gang.
Asocial:a habitual criminal or sex offender.
ASPCC:American Society for thePrevention of Cruelty
to Children.
Aspirin smoke:cigarette laced with crushedaspirin.
Assault:an unlawful physical attack,whether aggra-
vated orsimple,upon a person. Includes attempted
assaults with or withouta weapon.Excludes rape and
attempted rape as wellas attacks involving theftor
attemptedtheft,whichareclassifiedasrobbery.
Severity of crimes in thisgeneral categoryrange from
minor threats to incidentsthat bring the victimnear
death.
Assault with a deadlyweapon:unlawfully and intention-
ally inflicting or attemptingor threatening to inflict
injury or death witha deadly weapon.
ATC:Alcohol Treatment Center.
ATPE:Association of Teachers inPenal Establishments.
Attempted forcible entry:a form of burglary in which
force is used in an attemptto gain entry.
Aqueous:water-based solution.113
B
B:unit of marijuana,enough to filla small matchbox.
Baby pro:prostitute between 12and 16 years ofage.
Backlog:pending cases by thecourt.
Backwards:tranquilizers.
Bad scene:unpleasant drug experience.
Bad trip:a bad reaction to drugs.
Bag:small glassine bag filledwith drugs.
Bam:barbiturate plus amphetamine,a mixture of the two
drugs.
Bambalacha:marijuana.
b&e:breaking and entering.
Banditos:motorbike gang active inthe Northwest.
Banging:under the influence ofdrugs.
Banger:person involved in gang activity.
Barbiturates:depressants suchas amytal and phenobar-
bital; slangnames include blue devils,goofballs, red
devils, rainbows, yellowjackets, peanuts, downs,candy,
phennies, blue heavens.
Barbs:barbiturates.
Barrio:neighborhood(s) largelypopulated by Chicanos.
Bartender:coke dealer; drugdealer.
Bashette:a female who hangs aroundwith Skinheads;
female Skinhead.
Bash Boy:Bay Area Skinhead.
Battery:wrong physical touching ofa person.114
B-bombs:benzedrine inhalers.
Bedbugs:fellow addicts.
Belly habit:taking drugs orally.
Bench warrant:document issued by a judicialofficer
directing that aperson who has failed to obeyan order
or notice to appear be broughtbefore the court; court
order to arrest andcapture a criminal who has escaped
detention, jumped bail,or violated parole or probation.
Benjy:one hundred dollar bill.
Benny:benzedrine; benzine.
Benzedrine:an amphetamine.
Bernice:slang for cocaine.
BG's:baby gangsters9to 15 years of age;younger
members of a gang.
Big bags:ten-dollar bags of heroin.
Big boy:nickname for heroin.
Big chief:mescal buttons of thepeyote cactus; mes-
caline derived from peyote.
Big 0:opium.
Biker:motorcycle gang(ster).
Bingle:drug pusher; narcoticspeddler.
Biphet:biphetamine (drug stimulant).
B.K.:British Knight tennisshoes; Blood/killer;asso-
ciated with the Cripsgang.
Black gungi:marijuana grown in India.
Black Russian:a variety of hashish.115
Blackstuff:opium.
Bladed weapon:knife, sword, axe, etc.
Blank:non-narcotic white powdersold to gullible drug
users.
Blind tiger:cheap or low-grade whiskey.
Blitzed:under the influence ofnarcotics or alcohol.
Blood feud:vendetta marked by prolongedhostility and
violence.
Blood level:the concentration ofalcohol in the blood,
usually expressed inpercent by weight.
Bloods:also known as slobs, Pirus,red rags; a black
gang from Compton,California;sets include but not
limited to West SidePirus, 79 Swans, FruitTown Pirus
(Pear Street, PlumStreet, Cherry Street, etc.),Bounty
Hunters,Brims,LimeStreetBloods,Outlaws,Swans,
Compton Pirus, Family.
Blood graffiti:every letter "c" is crossedout, i.e.,
"Compton" into "Bompton."
Blow a stick:smoke a marijuana cigarette.
Blow hay:smoke marijuana.
Blow horse:sniff heroin.
Blown out:high on drugs.
Blow snow:inhale cocaine.
Blue: anytal(barbiturate);dominant colorofthe
"Crips" gang.
Blue acid:pale blue liquid LSD-25.116
Blue angels:anytal (barbiturate).
Bluebirds:capsules of sodium amytal.
Blue devils:amobarbital capsules.
Blue heaven:amytal capsule.
Blue law:law prohibiting dancing,drinking, or working
on Sunday.
Blue movie:pornographic film.
Blue rags:Crips gang; members ofthe Crips.
Body drug:physically addictive drug suchas heroin.
Boilermaker's delight:low-grade whiskey.
Bol-48: d-2-bromolysergicacidtartrate(LSD-type
hallucinogen).
Bolt cutter: heavy-duty hardware tool usedto cut
bolts, chain-link fencing,locks, steel bars, etc.
Bombido:injectable benadrine.
Book:to run, get away, or leave.
Booking:stage in the criminal justiceprocess when the
suspect arrested is formallylogged by the policeagency
as well as being fingerprinted andphotographed.
Boost:to boost; to shoplift;steal.
Bootboy:Skinhead, term from England.
Booze babies:infants born to alcoholicmothers.
Boston Latin School: first publicschool,Boston,
Massachusetts, 1635.
Bottle baby:alcoholic addict.
Brass knuckles:used as a weapon, knuckleguards.117
Breach of the peace:to agitate, to arouse, toassemble
unlawfully, to awaken, to hinder,to incite to riot, to
molest, to obstruct traffic,to trespass, etc.
Brick:compressed brick-shaped blockof hashish, mari-
juana, or opium bricks usuallyweigh either one poundor
one kilogram.
Brillo:Brillo pad used for finepowder residue of
free-base cocaine.
Brims:gang members wearing thesame kind of hats or
caps.
Broker:drug peddler.
Brown dope: brown or tan-colored heroinof Mexican
origin.
Brownie:brown-capped amphetamine capsulesuch as a
dexedrine spansule; marijuanabrownie.
Brown stuff:Mexican heroin; opium.
Brown sugar:Asian heroin.
bu:burglar(y)
Bubblehead:champagne addict.
Bubble water:champagne.
Bubbly:champagne.
Buckle:belt-buckle knife designedto be a buckle or a
knife.
Bullhorn:hand-held, voice-actuatedloudspeaker.
Bummer:bad experience; bad drugexperience.
Bump-and-run:technique where twomuggers run alongside118
an intended victim; as one knocks thevictim down, the
other snatches the victim'shandbag or purse, then the
muggers run away in opposite directions.
Bumping titties:fighting.
Bundle of Benjies:bundle of $100 bills.
Burglary:unlawful or forcible entry ofa residence
usually, but not necessarily,attended by theft. In-
cludes attempted forcibleentry.The entry may be by
force, such as breakinga window or slashing ascreen,
or it may be through a unlocked dooror an open window.
As long as the person enteringhad no legal right to be
presentinthestructure,aburglary hasoccurred.
Furthermore, the structure neednot be the house itself
for a household burglaryto take place.Illegal entry
of a garage, shed,or any other structure on the premi-
sesalsoconstitutes household burglary. Infact,
burglary doesnot necessarily haveto occur onthe
premises.If the breaking and enteringoccurred in a
hotel or vacation residence,it still would be classi-
fied as a burglary for thehousehold whose memberor
members were staying thereat the time.
Burn up thehighway: indulgeindangerously fast
driving.
Bust:arrest or interrogation.
Busy bee:name for PCP.119
- C -
C:abbreviation for cocaine; $100bill.
Cabbage leaves:paper money.
Cactus:mescaline extracted frommescal or peyote.
Cadillac:coffee with cream and largeamount of sugar,
reportedly to help prolongheroin high.
Caffeine:an alkaloid found in coffee,tea, and kala
nuts that acts asa stimulant.
California sunshine:LSD-25.
Calo:language of the barrio.
Camarilla:clique; secret organization.
CAMRC:Child Abuse and MaltreatmentReporting Center.
Cam red:reddish-brown Cambodianmarijuana.
Canadian black:Canadian-grown marijuana.
Candy:barbiturates.
Cannabis:generic name for marijuana.
Caper:criminal action, rangingfrom killing, robbing,
or arson to non-violent crimes.
Capsule:a container, usually ofgelatine,that en-
closes a dose ofan oral medicine.
Car banger:thieves who steal fromautomobiles, recrea-
tion vehicles, andtrucks.
Career criminal:individual who makes crimea way of
life; a profession.
Carga:heroin; a fix;a load of heroin.
Cargo:load of drugs; load ofstolen items.120
Carnie:carnival; carnival worker.
Carrying:carrying drugs on one'sperson or in one's
vehicle.
Cartwheel:amphetamine tablet.
Case:a civil dispute or criminalcharge that endsup
in court for resolutionby a judge or jury;an opinion
written by one ormore judges.
Caseload:total number ofcases filed in a given court
or before a given judicial officerduring a given period
of time.
CASH:Chicago Area Skinheads.
Casualcriminals: occasionalcriminalswhocommit
crimes for profit tofulfill some pressingneed;in-
experienced criminals.
Catholic aspirin:amphetamine tablets bearinga cross-
shaped scoring.
CC:Compton Crips.
ccw:carrying a concealedweapon.
Central Nervous Systemdepressants: non-barbiturate
sedative; alcohol; barbiturates.
Central Nervous Systemstimulants:amphetamines; caf-
feine; cocaine; nicotine.
Chain drinker: person who consumes one drink after
another.
Chalice:water pipe; a bong usedto smoke marijuana.
Channel:vein used for injectinga drug.121
Chests up:a fighting game more seriousthan roughhous-
ing; game for membersof a gang.
Cheves:beers.
Child abuse: physical mistreatmentofchildren or
juveniles.
Child care centers: residentialtreatmentcenters;
treatment facility; refersto status of juvenilesthat
are involved with the courtsand/or CSD.
Child neglect:willful failure by theperson(s) respon-
sible for a child'swell-being to provideeducation,
clothing, food, shelter,supervision, etc.
Child porn:pornography featuring children.
Chinese tobacco:opium.
China white: 3-methylfentanyl,a powerful synthetic
heroin.
Chingazos:fight, fighting; to hitor throw punches.
Chiva:heroin.
Chloracetophenone:tear gas.
Chloral hydrate:trichloracetaldehyde; a sedativeknown
as joy juice, knockout drops,or a mickey finn.
Cholley:cocaine.
Cholo:a person of mixed blood;a person who wears
attire from the 1940's.
Chop shop:shop where criminalsdismantle stolenve-
hicles and sell theparts for money.
CIA:Central IntelligenceAgency.122
CID:Criminal InvestigationDivision.
Cig gun:22-caliber handgun concealedin a cigarette
lighter.
C-1 info:criminal investigationinformation.
Civil law:legal principles andprocedures thatare not
criminal in nature;no punishment by imprisonment;an
economic penalty.
Civil rights law:concerning the statutesand constitu-
tional provisions thatapply to discriminationon the
basis of such characteristicsas race, sex, age, ethnic
background, etc.
Class A's:class-A drugs; addictivedrugs such as opium
and its derivatives.
Class B's:class-B drugs; slightlyaddictive drugs such
as codeine.
Class M's:class-M drugs, non-addictivedrugs.
Class X crimes:armed violence ofany sort.
Cleanup:attempt by police to reducecrime in a speci-
fic area.
Clear light:high-quality LSD-25; windowpaneor window-
pane acid.
Clear liquid:LSD.
Cleptobiosis:aggressive stealing;prolonged stealing.
Cliques:a gang; a group formed byage or individuals
with certain associations.123
Cobbler: forger of birth certificates,paper money,
passports, etc.
Cocaine:C17 H21 NO4 addictive alkaloidextracted from
coca leaves; powerful stimulantdrug.
Cocaine free-base:cocaine hydrochloride thathas been
converted to a non-water-solutionor oil, which is dried
"rock" then heated andinhaled as it evaporates;other
names:base rock, crack, hubbabubba, dove, rock, etc.
Cocaine hydrochloride: powderedcocaine;acocaine
salt; substance iswater-soluble and normallysnorted; a
powder.
Cocooning:staying at homeor in a room.
Codeine:depressant drug often foundin cough medi-
cines; narcotic alkaloidfound in opium; slangname of
school boy.
Coke:cocaine.
Coke freak:cocaine addict.
Coke-head:cocaine addict.
Cold and hot:cocaine-and-heroin mixture.
Collar:arrest.
College:an institution of higherlearning offering
courses that lead to a bachelorsor masters degree.
College board:used for administrationof test which
are considered bysome colleges and universitiesin
determining admission andplacement of students.
Colors:dominant color ofa gang; a color significant124
to a gang's name,green for "Lime Hood Pirus";gang
colors (this could bea handkerchief, gym shoes/laces,
pants, shirts, etc.)
Columbian:Columbian-grown marijuana.
Commitment:admission of an adjudicatedand sentenced
adult, delinquentor status offender intoa correctional
facility.
Community college:a non-residential, two-yearcollege
offering an associate ofarts degree or professional
certification.
Community facility:juvenile, adult,or non-confinement
facility from which residentsare allowed to depart,
unaccompanied by any official,to hold or seek employ-
ment or to go to schoolor treatment program.
Complaint:a formal written accusationmade by a per-
son,often a prosecutoror DA and filed in a court,
alleging that aperson or persons committedan offense
or offenses.
Compton,California: acity thatisoverwhelmingly
black, Hispanic, andpoor; the "Crips" and perhapsthe
"Bloods" have their originsin or around this industrial
city South of Los Angeles.
Compulsive drug use:frequent drug use, withintensive
levelsoflong duration,producing physiologicalor
psychological dependence.
Connect:to buy drugs.125
Conspiracy of concealment:efforts to concealor cover
up any evidence of crimeor wrongdoing.
Constitutionallaw: concerned withalleventsand
situations where theconstitutionality of governmental
action is called intoquestion.
Constructive sentence:sentence created to make the
punishment fit the crime.
Contact:drug supplier.
Contraband:smuggled goods; unauthorizeditems.
Controlled drug use:use of drugs over a period of time
without abusing them.
Controlledsubstances: allpsychoactivesubstances
covered by laws regulatingtheir sale and possession.
Controlled Substances Actof 1970:federal act that
classifies controlledsubstances into five categories
and regulatestheiruse: Schedule1drugsinclude
heroin, marijuana, LSD;Schedule 2 drugs includemor-
phine, methadone, amphetamines,etc.; Schedules 3,4,
and5substances include drugsthat have increasingly
less abuse potential.
Conviction:judgment of a court; verdictof a judicial
officer or juryor a guilty plea of a defendant.
Convictional crime:person whose ethical,religious,
political, or social ideasand values drive him/herto
crime.
Cook:prepare drugs.126
Corporal punishment:physical chastisement.
Correctional custody facility: euphemism forjail,
prison, etc.
Couch potato:television addict.
Counselor, intake:person who screens referrals,pre-
sents court (hearing)cases, and assigns cases to juven-
ile counselors.
Counselor,juvenile: supervises juveniles placedon
probation, interviews, makesreferrals to otheragen-
cies; responsible for juvenileswho are in state care.
CPU:Crime Prevention Unit.
cr:conditional release (parole).
Crack:form of cocaine made bymixing the drug with
baking soda and water, thenheating it in anoven or
microwave, more addictive thancocaine in its unaltered
form.
Crack cocaine:became available on the nationaldrug
scene in late 1985 or early 1986.
Crank: nickname for methamphetamine--amind-altering
drug; a mentally unstableperson.
Creative conflict:euphemism for demonstrationor riot.
Crime(s):anything forbidden by law and,hence, render-
ingtheoffenderpunishable;offensesagainstthe
people.
Crimeless:absence of crime.127
Crime rate:number of reported crimesper a specified
number (usually 100,000)of inhabitants.
Crimes againstpersons:this category includes:crim-
inalhomicide,forciblerape,robbery,aggravated
assault, simple assault,and other person offensessuch
as kidnapping, custody interference,harassment, etc.
Crimes against property:this category includesburgla-
ry,larceny,motor, vehicleorvesseltheft,arson,
vandalism, stolenproperty offenses, trespassing,etc.
Criminal: person violatingacriminallaw;person
labeled due to a criminalhistory.
Criminal law:branch of jurisprudencedefining crimes,
describing their nature,and providing for theirpunish-
ment;whenbehaviororactionispunishableby
imprisonment.
Criminal offense:a specific crime.
Criminaldom:the realm of criminals;the underworlds.
Criminalism:act, process, or state ofbeing a crimin-
al; criminal conduct.
Criminalist:expert in criminal lawor criminology.
Criminality:act or practice of beingcriminal.
Criminaloid:person believed to have beenborn with
criminal tendencies.
Criminal sociology: scienceofinvestigating social
factors affecting andcreating criminals.
Criminal sociopath:person who has failed to developa128
conscience or understandingthe difference betweenright
and wrong.
Criminate:to charge witha crime; to incriminate.
Criminogenesis:the origin of crime.
Criminologist:student of crime and criminals.
Criminology:the study of crime, itscauses, its detec-
tion, its prevention,etc.; the study of crimes,crimin-
als, and victims.
Criminosis:psychoneurotic behaviormarked by criminal
acts or tendency toengage in criminal activity.
Criminous:pertaining to anythingcriminal or having to
do with crime.
Crimepsych(ol): criminalpsychologyorcriminal
psychiatry.
Crip:crippler; crippling victims.
Crips:a black gang which beganin south-centralLos
Angeles in the late1960's; cripple; setsinclude, but
are not limited to, AtlanticDrive Crips (ADC),Compton
Crips (CC), MainStreet Crips, Ace Duces,Columbia Villa
Crips, Grape StreetCrips, Imperial VillaCrips, Forty
Seven Kerby Crips,Fortray Crips, etc.; alsoknown as
blue rags, crabs,or cuzz.
Crippin:to go crippin;gang activities associated with
the Crips gang.
Crisis center:haven for teenagerunaways and others
who have left home.129
Cross-examination:questioning of a witness bya layer
representing the opposing sidein a court case.
Crossroads:amphetamine tablets.
Crystal:angel dust (pcpor PCP).
H NO.i:cocaine.
CS-gas:mace or tear gas.
Cube juice:morphine.
Cubes:sugar cubes impregnated with LSD.
Cult:a group banded together bya confidential ide-
ology; system of worship.
Cut down:teenager who begsor steals to support an
addiction.
Cuzz:short for cousin; Crips;an old black slang word.130
D
DA:District Attorney.
Dabble(r): use(r)of narcotics;irregular use(r) of
narcotics.
d&d:drunk and disorderly.
das:DAS or dextroamphetaminesulfate, a CentralNer-
vous System stimulant.
ddw:displaying a deadlyweapon.
de jure:by action of law.
Deadly weapon:any object, instrumentor weapon capable
of producing seriousbodily injuryor death; an auto-
mobile, a bottle,a cane, a knife, a pipe,etc.
Deal:to deal in narcotics.
Dealer:supplier of narcotics.
Death metal:popular form of heavymetal music with
doom-and-gloom lyrics.
def (DEF):defendant.
Defective delinquent:criminally insane juvenileand/or
person.
Defendant:person against whom criminalproceeding is
pending; party againstwhom an action isbrought.
Delator:informant; finger-pointer.
Delinquency:acts or conduct inviolation of criminal
law.
Delinquency childpopulation:number of persons from
age 10 through 18.131
Delinquent:person convicted of havingcommitted an
illegal act(s); criminaljuvenile.
Deliriants: substances,likesomeinhalants,that
produce delirium.
Demerol:synthetic opiate.
Demonstration:gang fight.
Dependence:physical or psychologicalneed to continue
the use of a drug.
Depressant drugs:amytal, barbiturates, doriden,libri-
um, luminal, Miltown, Seconal,tuinal, etc.
Deputy sheriff:law-enforcement officer employedby the
county sheriff's departmentor office.
Detention center: jail,prison,institution housing
prisoners awaiting trial.
Detention hearing:a hearing by a judicial officerof a
juvenile court to determineifajuvenile is to be
detained or released whileproceedings are pending fora
case.
Deterrence: processofpreventingcrimesortheir
repetition.
Detox:detoxification.
Detoxcen:detoxification center.
Detoxification:medical method of treatingalcoholic
and narcotic addicts;also called "disintoxification."
Deviant: personlivingoutsidetheconventionsof
society; refers to juveniles.132
Dew:hashish or marijuana.
Dexies:dexedrine capsulesor tablets; dextroampheta-
mines.
Diacetylmorphine:technical name for heroin.
Diagnosis center:classification center.
Diet pills:amphetamine-filled pills;a stimulant or
upper.
dik:drug-identification kit.
Dime bag:ten-dollar bag of heroinor another drug.
Dimethyltryptamine: asyntheticdrug witheffects
similar to LSD but of shorterduration.
Diphenylamine chlorarsine:Adamsite or sickeninggas,
sometimes used to controlunruly mobs.
Dismissal:decision by a judicial officerto dismiss a
case without determining the guiltor innocence of the
defendant(s).
Disposition:equivalent to "sentencing"in the adult
system; action taken ora treatment plan decidedupon--
criminalcourt/waive,release,probation,placement,
etc.
Ditchweed:Mexican marijuana.
Drive by:to gun-attack a car.
DMV:Department of Motor Vehicles.
DMT: dimethyltryptamine;a psychedelic drug;a hal-
lucinogen; LSD; businessman'shigh.
doa:dead on arrival.133
Dogie:heroin.
Dolophine: methadonehydrochloride; amorphine
substitute.
dom (DOM): 4- methyl -2,5-dimethoxy-amphetamine, known
as "STP."
Domestic:American-grown marijuana.
Dope:drug or narcotic.
Dope wallets:street sellers of drugs.
Downers:depressant drugs; hypnoticand sedative drugs;
drugs that act to depressthe Central NervousSystem.
Downies:barbiturates or other tranquilizers.
Dream max:opium.
Driving under the influence:driving while under the
influence of alcohol and/orcontrolled substances.
Drive-by shootings:gang-banging, by driving ina car
and shooting rivalgang members; gang-related homicides.
Dropping the flag:leaving the gang.
Drug:any substance that alters thestructure or func-
tion of a living organism.
Drug abuse:use of a drug to the extentthat it is
excessive, hazardous,or undesirable to the individual
or the community.
Drug addiction:a state of periodic or chronicin-
toxication produced bythe repeated consumptionof a
drug.
Drug dependence:condition following therepeated use134
of a drug, whena person must continue to takea drug to
avoid withdrawalsymptoms.
Drug misuse:use of a drug for anypurpose other than
that for which it is medicallyprescribed.
Drugparaphernalia: materials,likehypodermic
syringes, that are usedfor the preparationor adminis-
tration of illicit drugs.
Druggie:indiscriminate user of,or experimenter with,
drugs.
Drunk driving:driving while under theinfluence of
alcohol or a controlledsubstance; driving whileunder
the influence of alcohol.
Dry out:detoxify from alcoholor another drug.
Dubee:marijuana cigarette.
DUI:driving while underthe influence (ofalcohol or
controlled substances).
Dummy:angel dust.
Duress:actual or threatened forceor violence, causing
a person to agree to dosomething contrary to hisor her
will; unlawfulpressure to do what one ordinarilywould
not do.
Dust:angel dust; PCP.
Duster:heroin-and-tobacco cigarette.
DWI:driving while intoxicated.135
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East Side White Pride:a Skinhead gang in Portland,
Oregon.
Ecstacy:a derivative of nutmeg or sassafras,causing
euphoria and sometimeshallucinations; XTC; Adama,MDMA.
Education law:concerned with the rightsof students
and the restrictions placedon them by schools,and
teacher rights andresponsibilities, and businessand
labor matters peculiar toschools.
Electric Kool-Aid:soft drink with LSD addedto it.
Emancipation:conferral of certain rightsupon a minor;
to recognize a minoras an adult.
Embezzlement: illegaldisposal,misapplication,or
misappropriate of legallyentrusted property with intent
to defraud the intendedbeneficiary or the legalowner.
Empty-nester:parents whose children haveleft home.
Emsel:morphine.
Entry:breaking and entering;burglary.
Escalated interpersonalaltercation:meaning murder.
Escape: unlawful departureofalawfully confined
person from a confinement facilityor from custody while
being transported.
Ethanol:ethyl alcohol.
Ethical drugs:drugs dispensed by prescriptiononly.
Ethics:moral principles and valuesconcerning what is
right and what iswrong.136
Ethnocentrism: ideaorbeliefthatone'sculture,
group, race, or religion is superiorto all others which
leads to murder committedduring the course ofwars
based on ethnocentric factors.
ethyl alcohol: intoxicant found in beer, wine,and
liquor.
Euphorica: any drug diminishing orsuspendingthe
functions of emotion and perception.
Excitania:mentally stimulating drugs.
Exhibitionism:compulsive or frequentexposure of one's
body or genitals before othersin public.
Ex-offender:former offender who isno longer under the
jurisdiction and/or supervisionof any criminal-justice
agency.
Experimental drug use:according to the U.S. National
Commission on Marijuana andDrug Abuse, the short-term,
non-patterned trial ofone or more drugs, either concur-
rently or consecutively, withvariable intensity but
maximum frequency of 10 timesper drug.
Experimenters:occasional users of illegaldrugs.
Expunge:purge or seal arrest, criminal,or juvenile
records.
Extreme penalty:death.137
F
Factory:laboratory or place where illicitdrugs are
manufactured and packaged forresale through pushers and
dealers.
f & fp:fraud and false pretenses.
Fascism:capitalist-oriented totalitarianrule glorify-
ing the nation and thestate and intent upon achieving
control of the entire population.
Fascist: personbelievinginorsympatheticwith
fascism.
Fatal:fatal accident.
f/B:female black.
FBI:Federal Bureau of Investigation.
FCR:Field Contact Report.
fd5o:median fatal dose.
fed:federal law-enforcementofficer.
Federal crimes:acts prohibited by federal law.
Felon:any person who has committeda felony.
Felony:a crime punishable by imprisonmentfor more
than a year or by death.
Femicide:woman killer; woman who is killed.
FI:Field Interview.
Fine: court-imposedpenaltyrequiringaconvicted
person to pay a specificsum of money.
Finishing school:slang term for a women'sprison.
Firearms:weapons which use a gunpowder chargeto hurl138
bullets or other projectiles.
Fire plug:large opium pellet.
Firewater:alcoholic drink.
Flea powder:diluted heroin.
Flying colors:representing gang colors.
f/M:female Mexican:
f/O:female Oriental.
Football:football-shaped pill containingopiates.
Folks:affiliates of a gang.
Forensics:art of argumentative discourse;application
of science to the solutionof legal problems.
Fraternity:a men's student organization formedchiefly
for socialpurposes,having secret rites anda name
consisting of Greek letters.
Fratricide:murder of one's own brotheror sister.
Free-base:smokeable form of cocainesometimes purified
with ether, highly flammable.
Free-for-all:fight wherein all presentparticipate.
Fruit Town Pirus:a neighborhood "set" of theBloods
gangfromCompton,California.;PearStreet,Plum
Street, Cherry Street, etc.
F-13:drugs; narcotics.
Fuzz:law-enforcement officer(s).
f/W:female white.
Five Percent Nation:a black cultural, religiousmove-
ment for youth.139
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G:a gram; grand; one thousanddollars.
GA:Gamblers Anonymous.
Gang:a group of individuals that:1) have a nameor
an identifiable leadership2)maintain a geographic,
economic, or criminalenterprise turf; 3) associateon a
continuous and/or regularbasis; 4) and theyengage in
delinquent and/or criminalactivity.
Gang bang:gang-inflicted rape.
Gang banger:gang member.
Gang banging:street warfare bygangs; gang fighting;
gang activity.
Gang hit:gang murder.
Gangsters:hard-core gang members,16 to 25 years old.
Ganja:Jamaican-grown hashishor marijuana.
Geeking:going through withdrawals.
Get down:fight.
Ghetto:poor section of any city;segregated groups
living together.
Glass dick:pipe used to smokefree-base cocaine.
Glass vial:used in the conversionprocess of cocaine
hydrochloride to free-basecocaine;a shaker,a test
tube, etc.
Glue:a narcotic; a drug;an inhalant.
Gold dust:cocaine.140
Goofball: cocaine-heroinmixture;amphetamine-bar-
biturate mixture.
Ghost Riders:a Satanist, neo-Nazi motorcyclegang.
Graffiti:scratchings, scribblings,and sprayings of
initials, names, phrasesor words, cartoons or pictures
on building walls, public toilets,transportation ve-
hicles,etc.;markingstoestablish gangterritory;
signifies possession ofterritory; method of relaying
information.
Grain alcohol:ethyl alcohol.
Grand jury:body of citizens selectedand sworn to
investigate criminal activityand the conduct of public
officials, as wellas to hear evidence againstaccused
persons to determine if there issufficient evidence to
bring such person(s) totrial.
Grand larceny:grand theft.
Grapevine:informal, word-of-mouthcommunication.
Graphologist:handwriting expert.
G-ride:ride in a stolencar; a stolen car.
Group home: non-confining residentialfacility for
adjudicated adults or juveniles;a halfway house.
Gun:firearm; hypodermic syringe.
Gunk:nickname for aerosols,glues, and solvents used
for inhaling.
Gun-up:getting ready to fight.
Gypsy Jokers:an outlaw motorcyclegang.141
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Habit:alcohol or drug addiction.
Habit-forming:causing addiction throughcontinued use.
Habitual offender:consistent lawbreaker.
Habituation:chronic or continuoususe of a drug, with
an attachment less severe than addiction.
Halfway house:non-confining residential facilityfor
adjudicated adults or juveniles.
Hallucinogenic:producing hallucinogens.
Hallucinogens:hallucinogenic drugs; psychedelicslike
LSD and mescaline.
Handgun:any gun made so it can be fired withone hand.
Hangout:meeting place.
Hard drugs:physically addictive drugs suchas heroin,
morphine, opium, etc.
Hard liquor:liquors of high alcoholiccontent.
Hard narcotics:opiates such as heroin andmorphine.
Hare Krishnas:Eastern mystical group;a cult.
Harvard:the first college, founded in1636.
Hash:hashish.
Hash oil:an oily extract of the marijuanaplant con-
taining high levels of THC.
Hashish:marijuana-type drug.
Hate metal:hybrid of "heavy metal" musicmixed with
lyrics that advocate violence,hate, and destruction.
Hearing: proceeding whereby arguments,evidence,or142
witnesses are heard byan administrative or judicial
officer; juvenile term.
Heavy drugs:hard drugs.
Heist:to steal; a hold-up.
Hell's Angels:motorcycle gang.
Herb:only one of various aromaticplants used for
medical or otherpurposes.
Heroin:physically addictive drugderived from morphine
but stronger; junk, smack,hi, horse, scat,snow, Harry,
joy powder.
Hessians:an outlaw motorcycle gang.
High:exhilarated, intoxicated,or turned on by the use
of alcohol or drugs.
Hillcrest:co-ed juvenile training school;a confining
residential facility for adjudicatedjuveniles.
Hispanic:persons who report themselvesas Mexican-
Americans, Chicanos, Mexicans,Mexicanos, Puerto Ricans,
Cubans, Central or South Americans,or of other Spanish
culture or origin, regardlessof race.
Hobo:vagrant.
Hold:to carry drugs on one'sperson.
Holding it down:controlling an area, turf,or place.
Homeboy:gang member; an ally; male member;a friend.
Homegirl:female version of "homeboy."
Home-grown:domestically cultivated marijuana.
Homicide:killing of one person by another.143
Hooch:homemade alcoholic drink made offruit and sugar
or potato peelings.
Hood:a neighborhood.
Hop:opium.
Household crimes:burglary or larceny ofa residence or
motor vehicle theft--crimes thatdo not involve personal
confrontation. Includes both completed andattempted
acts.
Household larceny:theft or attempted theft ofproperty
or cash from a residence or its immediatevicinity.For
a household larceny to occur within thehome itself, the
thief must be someone witha right to be there, such as
a maid, a delivery person,or a guest.Forcible entry,
attempted forcibleentry,or unlawful entry are not
involved.
HSVJOP:Habitual Serious and ViolentJuvenile Offender
Program.
Hydrochloride: acompoundof hydrochloric acid,an
organic basis, an alkaloid.
Hydrochlorothiazide: ananti-hypertensivedrug,
C, H. C1N3 04 S2.
Hype:drug peddler; hypodermic needle;drug addict.
Hype stick:hypodermic injection; hypodermicneedle.
Hypnotic:sleep-producing drug.
Hypnotica:sleep-producing drugs.144
Hypnotic drugs:Central Nervous System depressantssuch
as barbiturates, used in large dosesto induce sleep and
in small ones to reducenervous tension.
Hypnotic sedatives:hypnotic drugs.
Hypo:hypodermic needle.145
I
iafd:intentionally administered fataldose(s).
INS:Immigration and NaturalizationService.
ib:illegal behavior.
Idiot juice:nutmeg-and-water combination,used as an
intoxicant.
Idiot pills:barbiturates.
ii:illegal immigrant.
Illegal:contrary to law.
Illicit:contrary to ethical, legal,or moral standards
and, hence, unethical; illegalor immoral.
Illicit drugs:drugs whose use, possession,and sale is
illegal.
IM:intramuscular injection.
Immoral:illicit, indecent, obscene,or without redeem-
ing social implicationor value.
Impulse crimes:assaulting, mugging, raping,shoplift-
ing, stabbing, vandalizing,etc.
In loco parentis:in place of the parent,having some
of the rights and dutiesof a parent.
Incendiarist:agitator; arsonist.
Incident:a specific criminal act involvingone or more
victims and offenders.For example, if two peoplewere
robbed at the same time,this would be countedas two
robbery victimizations butonly as one robbery incident
in the NCS.146
Incorrigible:person who will not becorrected, re-
formed, or made to conformto social standards.
Index crimes:crimes reported in theCrime Index of the
Uniform Crime Reportscompiled by the FederalBureau of
Investigation (FBI).
Index property offenses: the offenses ofburglary,
larceny-theft, motor vehicletheft, etc.
Index violent offenses:the offenses of murder,man-
slaughter, forciblerape, robbery, aggravatedassault,
etc.
Indictment: a formal,written accusation madeby a
grand jury alleging thata specific person(s) committed
a specific offense(s).
Inebriantia: alcoholicbeveragescausingcerebral
excitation followed bydepression.
Inebriate:an alcoholic.
Inebriation:state of being drunkor habitually drunk.
Ingestion:the taking in ofa substance through the
mouth.
Inhalation:the breathing in ofa substance in the form
of a gas, vapor, fume,mist, or dust.
Inner city:congested and oftendepressed area ofa
city, sometimes calledthe core city.
Insanity: lunacy;mentaldeficiency;diseaseor
incompetence.147
Intake unit:government agency receivingjuveniles from
the police or other agencies.
Intoxication:a result of drinking alcoholicbeverages;
state of being drunk.
Intravenous injection:injection into a vein.
Invisible crimes:unrecorded crimes.
Invisible empire of the Knights:a Connecticut-based
unit of the Ku Klux Klan.
Iron society:another name for the Mafiaor other
criminal organizations.
IV:intravenous injection (of drugs).
Ixey:morphine.148
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Jailbird:ex-convict; prisoner;recidivist.
Jamaican gangs:East Coast gangs.
jhj:jailhouse juvenile delinquent.
Jock(s):athletic person(s).
Joint:marijuana cigarette.
Joy juice:chloral hydrate; knock-outdrops.
Joyriding:stealing automotive vehicles.
Judge:judicial officer appointedor elected to preside
over a court of law; ultimatedecision-making authority
in juvenile system.
Judgment:statement of the decision ofa court indicat-
ing that a defendant isacquitted or convicted ofof-
fense(s) with which heor she is charged.
Judicial officer:anyone exercising judicialpowers in
a court of law.
Juiced:intoxicated.
Junk:narcotic drugs; heroin.
Junkie:drug addict; heroin addict.
Jurimetrics:solution of legal problemsby scientific
methods.
Jurisdiction:the power, right,or authority to inter-
pret and apply the law.
Justice:U.S. Department of Justice.
Juve:juvenile.
Juve deling:juvenile delinquent.149
Juve gang:juvenile gang(ster).
Juvenile adjudication:juvenile court decision ending
anadjudicatory hearinganddecreeeitherthatthe
allegations made in the petitionwere not sustained or
that the juvenile is a delinquent,a dependent, or a
status offender.
Juvenile court:court having jurisdictionover people
allegedtobedependents,delinquents,orstatus
offenders; court having jurisdictionover matters in-
volving juveniles.
Juvenile delinquency:criminal behavior exhibited by
adolescents and children; acts committedby a juvenile
which would be a crime if heor she was an adult.
Juvenile-justice agency:government agency whose func-
tionsincludetheadjudication,care,confinement,
investigation, and supervision ofjuveniles.
Juvenilelaw: concerned with juveniledelinquency,
child neglect and abuse, juvenile-statusoffenses, and
juvenile court procedures.
Juvenile record:official record containing information
concerning juvenile court proceedingsand all applicable
correctional and detentionprocesses ordered; juvenile
police record.
Juvie: juvenile delinquent;juvenile hall;juvenile
law-enforcement officer.150
K
K:kilo.
14K:one of the more notorious HongKong triads.
Kappa Alpha Theta:first sorority foundedat De Pauw
University in 1870.
Ketamine:a general anesthetic; a deliriant.
Key:kilogram or hashish, marijuanaor another drug.
Kg:kilogram; weight is about2.2 U.S. pounds.
Khaki down:to dress in a cholomanner.
Khat:amphetamine-like drug.
Kifi:North African opiate.
Kilobrick:compressed brick of marijuana.
King-kong pills:barbiturates or other sedatives.
Kit:drug-injection equipment.
KKK:Ku Klux Klan.
Klan:Ku Klux Klan.
Klepto:kleptomania.
Kleptophobia:abnormal dread of stealingor of thieves.
Kloxology:the KKK's idealogy ofbigotry and racial and
religious hatred.
Knights of the KKK:Louisiana-based unit.
K-9 corps:canine corps; police dogs.
Knocked out:intoxicated; unconscious.
Knuckle dusters:brass knuckles.
Knuckle dusting:fighting.
Kokomo:narcotic addict.151
Kook:odd and unusualperson.
Ku Kluxer:member of the KKK.
Ku Klux Klan:white supremacistorganization; espouses
hatred of blacks, Jews,Catholics, etc.; whiteAnglo-
Saxon Protestants.
Ku Kluxism: pseudo-Americanism cloakingracismand
religious bigotry.- L -
Lady snow:cocaine.
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Larceny:theft or attempted theftof property or cash
without force.A basic distinction ismade between
personal larceny and householdlarceny.
lar rep:larceny report.
Latino:person of Hispanic or Hispanic-Americanorigin.
1-a turnaround:long-acting amphetamine.
Laughing gas:nitrous oxide.
Law:rules of conduct and orderset up in any organized
society, where theyare enforced by the threat of fines,
imprisonment, or other formsof punishment.
Law-enforcementagency: acity,county,state,or
federal criminal-justiceagency charged with theappre-
hension of alleged offendersas well as crime detection
and prevention.
Law-enforcement officer:peace officer; policemansworn
to carry out law-enforcementduties; sworn employee ofa
city, county, state,or federal law-enforcementagency.
Lawyer:counsel or attorney.
Id:lethal dose; LD-50.
LEAA:Law Enforcement AssistanceAdministration.
Leaper:amphetamine pill.
Legume:peyote bean or button.
Lethal dosage:amount of a drug needed tocause death.
Lethality:capability of killing.153
Lethirerous:deadly.
Lewd conduct: indecent behavior suchas displaying
one's genitals in public, usingobscene language, etc.
Liable:legally responsible.
Libel:written defamation.
Librium:tranquilizer whose excessiveuse results in
addiction.
Lid:one ounce of marijuana.
Lottos tennis shoes:associated with the Bloods, iden-
tified by red map of Los Angeleson the heels.
Low-profile crime:crime committed in the absenceof
eyewitnesses.
lsd:LSD-25.
LSD-25:d-lysergic acid diethylamidetartrate 25, made
from rye ergot or synthetically(acid,sugar, big D,
cubes, trips); a hallucinogenicdrug.
Lude:quaalude; a depressant.
Luminal: a barbiturate called phenobarbital;purple
hearts.
Lunacy:legal term for mental illness.
Lunatic:legal term for psychoticperson.
LC:lethal concentration; LC-50.
Legalization:the movement to have the saleor posses-
sion of certain drugs made legal.154
M
MADD:Mothers Against Drunk Driving.
MacLaren:a male juvenile training school;a confining
residential facility for adjudicatedjuveniles.
Magic mushroom:psilocybin, a hallucinogenic drug.
Mainline:inject a drug intoa major vein.
Malefactor:person guilty of committing a crime.
Malice aforethought:the intention to commita felony,
a crime.
Mallbeat:juveniles who hang around(loiter) the local
shopping mall.
m & c:morphine and cocaine.
Manita:milk-sugar heroin adulterant.
Marijuana:leaves, flowering tops,or stems of cannabis
plants;alsocalledbud,colly weed,bhang,dagga,
gangi, herb, hay, hemp,hooter, mary jane, smoke,tea,
13, grass, pot, reefers,gage, hashish, locoweed; main
psychoactive ingredient isdelta-9-tetrahydrocannabinol
(THC).
Maximal dosage:maximum amount ofa drug needed to
produce a therapeutic effectwithout toxicity.
m/B:male black.
mda (MDA):methyldiamphetamine, a stimulant.
MDMA: also known as"ecstacy";a designer drug;a
derivative of an amphetamineand a hallucinogen.
Meconism:opium addiction.155
Meconist:opium addict.
Medical model:a theory of drug abuse or addictionin
which the addiction isseen as a medical, rather thana
social, problem.
Medicine: a drug used to treat diseaseor injury;
medication.
Mesc:mescal; mescaline.
Mescal:Mexican alcoholic beveragedistilled from the
fermented sap of agave plants.
Mescaline: hallucinogenic drug producedfrom mescal
buttons; peyote.
Metanoia:change of heart and mindnecessary for the
rehabilitation of a criminal.
Meth:methamphetamine.
Methadone:synthetic opiate often usedin the treatment
of narcotic addicts.
Methamphetamine:amphetamine stimulating theCentral
Nervous System and producing rapidheartbeats, restless-
ness,anxiety,etc.;a crystallized powder thatacts
much like cocaine (speed,dynamite).
Methaqualone:a non-barbiturate sedative/hypnoticdrug,
used to bring on muscularrelaxation; quaaludes.
Methhead:habitual user of methamphetamine.
Methedrine:potent amphetamine also knownas "speed"
because of its stimulatingeffect.
Meth freak:methedrine addict.156
Methylmorphine:pharmacological name for codeine.
Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA):as defined by the
Office of Management and Budget(OMB),it is a popula-
tion nucleus of 50,000or more, generally consisting of
a city and its immediate suburbs, togetherwith adjacent
communities having a high degreeof economic and social
integration with that nucleus.MSA's are defined in
terms of counties, the smallestgeographical units for
which a wide range of statisticaldata can be obtained.
In New England, however, thedefinitions are in terms of
cities and towns because thesesubcounty units are of
greatlocalsignificanceandconsiderabledataare
available forthem. By current standards,an area
qualifies for recognitionas an MSA in one of two ways-
if there is a city ofat least 50,000 populationor a
Census Bureau-defined urbanizedarea of at least 50,000
with a total metropolitanpopulation of at least 100,000
(75,000 in New England). In addition to the county
containing the main city,an MSA also includes addi-
tional counties having strongeconomic and social ties
to the central county, determinedchiefly by the extent
of the Census Bureau-definedurbanized area and census
data on commuting to work.New England MSA's are de-
fined in terms ofa core area and related cities and
towns.A metropolitan statisticalarea may contain more157
than one city of 50,000population and maycross state
lines.
Microdot:LSD tablet.
Midget:12-year-old youngster who isaddicted to alco-
hol and/or narcotics.
Milieu therapy: treatment given to aid convictsin
returning to society.
Minimal dosage:minimum amount ofa drug needed to
produce a therapeutic effect.
Misdemeanant: apersonconvictedofcommittinga
misdemeanor.
Misdemeanor:a crime less serious thana felony and,
hence,not punishable by deathor more than a year's
imprisonment.
Mission:exploring a new city.
Modus operandi:method(s) of accomplishingan act(s).
Moonshine:homemade whiskey.
Moral turpitude:legal term describinga crime found
shocking to thesense of decency or the morals ofa
community.
Morf(ie):morphine.
Morphine:alkaloid of opium, lesspotent than heroin
(white stuff, Miss Emma,M., dreamer).
Motive:reason for the commission ofa crime.
Motorvehicle: includesautomobiles,trucks,158
motorcycles, and any other motorizedvehicles legally
allowed on public roads andhighways.
Motor vehicle theft:stealing or unauthorized takingof
a motor vehicle, including attempts atsuch acts.
Motorcycle mama:female member of a motorcyclegang.
Moving upstairs: referring to comingor moving to
Portland or Seattle from California.
Murderee:actual or intended victim ofa murderer.
Murder merchandise:addictive dugs and lethalweapons.
Muta:Mexican word for marijuana.
m/W:male white.
Mems:Argentine 9 mm machinegun.159
N
NA:Narcotics Anonymous.
Narcomania:abnormal craving for drugsoffering relief
from pains, actual or imaginary.
Narcosis: state of drowsiness,sleep,or depression
produced by some drug, cold, heat,etc.
Narcotest:test made to determine ifsomeone is or was
under the influence of narcotics.
Narcotic:pain-killing drug; drugs thatrelieve pain
and/or induce sleep, suchas Demerol, codeine, heroin,
morphine, Methadone, opium,etc.
Narcotism:condition brought about by theuse of nar-
cotics; narcotic addiction;addiction to heroin,mor-
phine, opium, etc.
Nazism:a political and economic doctrineheld by the
National Socialist German Workers'party in the Third
German Reich and supremacy ofthe Fairer.
NCCAN:National Center on Child Abuseand Neglect.
NCCD:National Councilon Crime and Delinquency.
NCCJ:National Coalition for Children'sJustice.
NCDC:National Councilon Crime and Delinquency.
NCPV: NationalCommissiononthePreventionof
Violence.
NEA:National Education Association.
neb:nembutal.
Nebbies:nembutal capsules.160
Negative sanction:punishment or the threat ofpunish-
ment; death penalty.
Neuroleptic:tranquilizer drug usedto reduce anxiety
and tension.
New Age Movement:psychic-occult group.
Nicotine:Central Nervous System stimulantfound in
tobacco.
Nihilism:negative revolutionary philosophyadvocating
the destruction of allexisting economic, political,and
social institutions; anarchy.
Nonbarbiturates: sedatives;sleepingaidssuchas
glutethimide (Doriden), diazepam(Valium), etc.
Nonbarbiturate sedatives:Central Nervous System de-
pressantssuchaschloral hydrate,Doriden,Equanil
(meprobamate), Miltown (meprobamate,etc.)
Nonmetropolitan area:a locality not situated withinan
MSA. The categorycoversa variety oflocalities,
ranging from sparsely inhabitedrural areas to cities of
fewer than 50,000 population.
Nonstranger:with respect to crimesentailing direct
contact between victim andoffender, victimizations (or
incidents)areclassifiedashavinginvolvednon-
strangers if victim and offenderare either related to,
well known to, or casuallyacquainted with one another.
In crimes involvinga mix of stranger andnonstranger
offenders, the eventsare classified under nonstranger.161
The distinction between strangerand nonstranger crimes
is not made for personallarceny without contact,an
offense in which victims rarelysee the offender.
Nose candy:cocaine.
Nose powder:any drug powdered so it may be sniffedor
snorted; cocaine, MDA, heroin,etc.
No. 2 sale:second conviction for selling narcotics.
Nuggets:an outlaw motorcycle gang.
Numbers:used in graffiti to symbolizeletters which
mean various words (3 is "C" for the thirdletter of the
alphabet).162
0
OA:Overeaters Anonymous.
Oberlin College:first college to confer degreeson
women.
Obscene:abhorrent to morality; depravedor disgusting.
Occasional criminal:person committing a crime only
under immediate pressure of desire,emotion, or need.
OD:overdose.
ORA:Oregon Education Association.
Offender:the perpetrator of a crime; theterm gener-
ally is applied in relationto crimes entailing contact
between victimandoffender;person convicted ofa
criminal offense.
Offense:a crime; with respect to personal crimes,the
two terms can be used interchangeably,regardless of
whether the applicable unit ofmeasure is a victimiza-
tion or an incident; act committedor omitted in viola-
tion of the law.
Offenses against public order:this category includes
weapons offenses, sex offenses other thanforcible rape,
drunkenness, disorderly conduct,contempt, probation and
parole violations, etc.
Off limits:area that is restricted.
OG's:original gangsters; experiencedgang member(s);
older gang member.163
OJJDP: OfficeofJuvenileJusticeand Delinquency
Prevention.
One-spot:one-dollar bill.
On the run:moving from city to cityor place to place
to avoid arrest.
On the street:in search of drugs;away from home or
school.
op:opium.
Operate:sell narcotics.
Opiate: drug derived from thejuice ofthe opium
poppy's unripe seed pods;codeine, heroin, morphine.
Opioid:synthetic opiate.
Opium:narcotic extracted fromthe seeds of theori-
ental poppy.
OR: Oregon;releasedfrombailorjailonown
recognizance.
Oral:used or taken into thebody through the mouth.
Orange:orange-colored, heart-shapeddexedrine tablet.
OTC:over-the-counter (OTC) medicationsor drugs.
Outlaw:a term used by law-enforcementexperts when re-
ferringtopeoplewhoareinvolvedinillegal
activities.
Outlaws:militant motorcyclegang.
Outsiders:an outlaw motorcyclegang.
Over-the-counter drugs:drugs legally soldwithout a
prescription.164
Overdose:to take too much ofa drug.
oz:ounce of any drug.165
P -
Packing:carrying aweapon, usually agun or knife.
Parens patriae:concept of thestate's guardianship
over persons unableto direct theirown affairs,e.g.,
juveniles.
Parole:conditional releaseof a person froma confine-
ment facility beforethe expirationof the sentence.
Parolee:person conditionallyreleased froma confine-
ment facilitybefore the expirationof a sentenceand
placed undersupervision ofa parole agencyor officer.
Part I crimes:aggravated assault,burglary, criminal
homicide,rape,larceny,theft,motor vehicletheft,
robbery.
Part II crimes:lesser crimes,as defined by theFBI
Uniform CrimeReports.
PA's:Parents Anonymous.
pcp (PCP):phencyclidine;a drug known as angeldust,
busy bee, crystal,elephant, superjoint,etc.
Peccadillo:slight offense.
Peddler:pusher of drugs.
Pee-wee wino:6 to 10-year-oldchild addictedto wine.
People:gang affiliates.
People's crime:shoplifting.
Pep pill:stimulant drug inpill form.
Percodan:oxycodone hydrochloride,a drug derived from
morphine.166
Perks:nickname for Percodan.
Perpetrator:a criminal; suspect.
Personal crimes: rape,robbery of persons, assault,
personallarceny withcontact,orpersonallarceny
without contact.Includes both completed and attempted
acts.
Personal crimes of theft:theft or attempted theft of
property or cash by stealth, either withcontact (but
without force or threat offorce)or without direct
contact between victim and offender. Equivalent to
personal larceny.
Personal crimes of violence:rape, robbery of persons,
or assault.Includes both completed and attemptedacts.
Always involves contact between victimand offender.
Physical injury:The term is applicable to each of the
three personal crimes of violence. For completed or
attempted robbery resulting in injury,a distinction is
madebetweeninjuriesfrom"serious"and"minor"
assault. Examplesofinjuries from serious assault
include broken bones, loss of teeth,internal injuries,
loss of consciousness, or undeterminedinjuries requir-
ing two or more days of hospitalization.Injuries from
minorassaultincludebruises,blackeyes,cuts,
scratches, swelling, or undeterminedinjuries requiring
less than two days of hospitalization.For assaults
resulting in victim injury, thedegree of harm governs167
classification oftheevent. Thesameelementsof
injury applicable to robbery with injuryfrom serious
assault also pertain to aggravated assault withinjury.
Similarly,thesametypesofinjuries applicable to
robbery with injury from minor assaultare relevant to
simple assault with injury.All completed rapes are
definedashavingresultedinphysicalinjury.
Attempted rapes are defined as having resultedin injury
ifthe victim reported having sufferedsome form of
physical injury.
Personal larceny: equivalent to personal crimes of
theft.A distinction is made between personal larceny
with contact and personal larceny withoutcontact.
Personal larceny with contact:theft of purse, wallet,
or cash by stealth directly from the person of the
victim but without force or the threat offorce.Also
includes attempted purse snatching.
Personal larceny without contact:theft or attempted
theft,withoutdirectcontactbetweenvictimand
offender, of property or cash fromany place other than
the victim's home or its immediate vicinity.The pro-
perty need not be strictly personal in nature; theact
is distinguished from household larceny solelyby place
of occurrence. Examples of personal larceny without
contact include the theft of a briefcaseor umbrella
from arestaurant,a portable radio from the beach,168
clothing from an automobile parked in a shopping center,
a bicycle from a schoolyard, food from a shopping cart
in front of a supermarket, and so forth.In rare cases,
the victim sees the offender during the commission of
the act.
Personal violation:rape.
Petition:complaint put in written form.
Petty larceny:synonym for petty theft.
Peyote: cactus plant,the source of the intoxicant
mescal, as well as mescaline powder.
Phantastica:hallucinogenic drugs and substances.
Phencyclidine: PCP;angeldust;ananesthetic;a
tranquilizer.
Phi Beta Kappa:first fraternity founded in 1776.
Physiological dependence:addiction.
Pilferage:repeated stealing of goods.
Pin: hypodermicneedle;thin cigarette filled with
marijuana.
Pistol-whip:to hit with or threaten with a pistol.
Player: anindividualinterestedinwomenand/or
prostitution.
Plea:defendant's formal answer to charges.
PO:parole officer; police officer; probation officer;
Portland.
Poeticpunishment: matching thepunishmenttothe
crime.169
Poison: any chemical agent productive of deadly or
injurious effects.
Police matron:policewoman charged with the care of
juveniles or adult women held ina police station or
jail.
Police power: theinherent power of government to
impose restrictionsin orderto provide for health,
safety, and welfare of its constituents.
Polyabuse:abuse of various drugs simultaneously.
Popper:amylnitrate, taken to enhance sexual pleasure.
Poppy:opium.
Pornography: sexually stimulating art,books,maga-
zines, motion pictures, etc.
Potency:term used to compare the relative strength of
two or more drugs used to produce a given effect.
Pothead:frequent user of hashish or marijuana.
POWAR:Preservation of the White American Race.
PPC:Positive Peer Culture.
Prior:prior conviction.
Prison:confinement facility with custodial authority
over adults sentenced to confinement for more than a
year;institution;penalinstitution;correctional
institution.
Prison law:concerned with prison conditions, disci-
plinary procedures, parole, medical treatment, etc.
Prison psychosis:psychotic reactions of criminals and170
others fearing actual or anticipated imprisonment.
Probable cause:set of circumstances or facts suffic-
ienttoinduceareasonablyintelligentorprudent
person to believe an accused person committed a crime
and/or a criminal act or event took place.
Probation:conditional suspension of imprisonment of a
convicted offender; supervision of an adult or juvenile
either through the courts or informally.
Problem child:euphemism for a juvenile delinquent.
Professional criminal:person making a career out of
crime.
Proof: measureofalcoholicstrengthofany hard
liquor; 100-proof is 50 percent alcohol by volume; 80-
proof is 40 percent alcohol, etc.
Prosecutor:attorney employed by a government agency to
maintain criminal proceedingsonitsbehalfagainst
persons accused of committing criminal offenses.
Psilocybin:hallucinogenic substance extracted from the
fungi known to botanists as "Psilocybe mexicana."
p-stuff:pcp (PCP).
Psychedeli:store selling drug paraphernalia.
Psychedelic: anythingenhancingorexpandingthe
conscious state.
Psychedelic drugs:LSD-25, mescaline, psilocybin, etc.
Psychic dependence:repeated use of drugs to achieve a
so-called normal state.171
Psychoactive:any drug that can cause alterations in
the user's mood or behavior.
Psychopathology: scienceandstudyofmental
abnormalities.
Psychopharmacology: studyofthepsychological and
social effects of drugs.
Psychotomimetrics:psychomimetic drugs alkaloidal
substances capable of alteringconsciousness; psyche-
delic drugs.
Psychotoxic:drugs that are capable of changinghuman
behavior by mood modification;alcohol and narcoticsare
psychotoxic.
Psychotropics: drugsaffectingbehaviorandmoods
without depression oftheCentral Nervous Systemor
general stimulation; psychotropicsinclude anti-depres-
sants,hallucinogens,hashish,marijuana,andtran-
quilizers.
Public defender: attorney appointed byacourt to
defend anyone unable topay for the legal services of a
counsel.
Pull a score:to mug someone; victimizea person.
Pull jive:to drink alcoholic beverages.
Punk:boy homosexual; coward; hoodlum;petty criminal.
Public:more than two persons.
Pure:pure heroin.
Purge:compete removal of arrest, criminal,or juvenile172
record information from a records system.
Purple heart:dexamyl (amytal and dexedrine) pill.
Purple owsley:LSD.
PUSH:Portland United Skinheads.
Pusher:illegal vendor of drugs; bagman, candyman,
dealer, junker, peddler, player, trafficker,etc.
Pyromania:compulsion or mania to set thingson fire.
Pyromaniac:person with abnormal and malicious mania to
set things afire.173
- Q
q & a:question(s) and answer(s).
Quaalude: trade nameof methaqualone(hypnotic and
sedative).
Quaffer:alcoholic.
Quaker: quakergun,dummy gunusedtointimidate
victims.
Quarter bag:twenty-five-dollar bag of marijuana.
Quarter piece:one-quarter-ounce of cocaine, heroin,or
morphine.
Quick push:easy mark; person easily victimized.
Quill:folded matchbook cover used for holding,smok-
ing, or sniffing drugs.
Quinine:drug used to adulterate heroin,as its bitter
taste is like that of heroin; used totreat malaria.
Quitter:suicide.174
- R -
Racehorse Charlie:old user of morphine.
Rainbow:red and blue capsule of tuinal,containing
amytal and seconal barbiturates.
Rape:carnal knowledge through theuse of force or the
threat of force,including attempts. Statutory rape
(without force) is excluded.Includes both heterosexual
and homosexual rape.
Rapee:rape victim.
Rape rep:rape report.
Rapist:person who rapes.
Rat:inform(er).
Rat on:inform against.
Reactive police work:taking action after a crimeor
something else criminal has happened,opposite of pro-
active police work.
Recid:recidivist.
Recidivism: habitual,anti-social behavior; habitual
criminality; a relapse into previousconviction or mode
of behavior.
Red:Mexican red marijuana; barbituratesleeping cap-
sule; color to identify gang affiliation;Bloods color- -
usually a single item of clothing.
Red and blue:tunial tablet.
Red devil: red-colored gelatine capsule containing
secobarbital or its sodium derivative.175
Red eye:low-quality liquor.
Redbird:Secobarbital capsule.
Reefer:marijuana cigarette.
Region:the country is divided intothe following four
census regions:
Midwest: Includesthe12statesofIllinois,
Indiana,Iowa,Kansas,Michigan,Minnesota,
Missouri,Nebraska,NorthDakota,Ohio,South
Dakota, and Wisconsin.
Northeast:Includes the 9 states of Connecticut,
Maine,Massachusetts, New Hampshire,New Jersey,
New York, Pennsylvania, RhodeIsland, and Vermont.
South:Includes the District of Columbiaand the
16 states of Alabama, ARkansas,Delaware, Florida,
Georgia,Kentucky,Louisiana,Maryland,
Mississippi,NorthCarolina,Oklahoma,South
Carolina,Tennessee,Texas,Virginia,andWest
Virginia.
West:Includes the 13 states of Alaska,Arizona,
California,Colorado,Hawaii,Idaho,Montana,
Nevada, New Mexico, Oregon,Utah, Washington, and
Wyoming.
Remand:retaining jurisdictionover a juvenile will not
be in his best interests and,therefore, transferring
him or her to adult courtfor trial.
Remand center:juvenile jail.176
Ride on: drive toarival neighborhoodor area to
attack; rode on.
Rightist:person sympathetic to fascist,racist,or
ultra-conservative causesor ideological concepts.
Ripped:highly intoxicated by drugs.
Roach:butt of a marijuana cigarette.
Rob:to steal from anotheror others using violence or
the threat of violence.
rob rep:robbery report.
Robbery:hold-up; stealing by violenceor the threat of
violence; unlawful takingor attempted taking of pro-
perty or case in the immediatepossession of another by
force or the threat of force.
Robbery with injury:completed or attempted theft from
a person,accompanied by anattack,either with or
without a weapon, resulting ininjury.An injury is
classified as resulting froma serious assault, irre-
spective of the extent of injury,if a weapon was used
in the commission of thecrime or,if not, when the
extent of the injury was eitherserious (for example,
broken bones, loss of teeth,internal injuries,or loss
of consciousness)or undetermined but requiring twoor
more days of hospitalization.An injury is classified
as resulting from a minor assault whenthe extent of the
injury was minor(for example,bruises,black eyes,
cuts,scratches,orswelling)orundeterminedbut177
requiring less than two days of hospitalization.
Robbery without injury:theft or attempted theft froma
person, accompanied by force or the threat of force,
either with or withouta weapon, but not resulting in
injury.
Rock:a dose of crack cocaine, one-tenth to two-tenths
of a gram, sells for $15 to $30 inOregon; limited-high
cocaine.
Rotgut:inferior liquor.
R/P:Reporting Person.
Rumble:gang fight.
Runaway:juvenile leaving the custody and homeof his
or her parents, guardians, or legal custodians without
permission and failing to return withina reasonable
length of time.178
S
S:suspect.
SADD:Students Against Drunk Driving.
Sandman Ladies:an East Coast female gang.
Sanlo:low-grade opium made from the residue of smoked
opium.
Satan's Sinners:motorbike gang on the West Coast.
Satch:cotton used to strain heroin solutions before
injection.
Saturday-night special:cheap handgun.
Scag:heroin.
Schoolboy:nickname for codeine.
Scientology, Church of:self-improvement group; a cult.
Screen:wire screen used to hold the base cocaine in
the pipe.
Scurb:a person who skates on the streets and curbs and
lives in the suburbs.
Seconal:quick-effect barbiturate used asa sedative.
Secure detention: indicates whetherajuvenile was
placed in a restrictive facility between referralto
court intake and case disposition.
Secure telephone:
detected.
Sedatives:tranquilizers;
depress the Central Nervous
downers,reds;commonly
telephone whose location cannot be
sleeping pills; drugs which
System; barbiturates, barbs,
usedbarbituratesinclude179
phenobarbital (Nembutal),secobarbital (Seconal),amo-
barbital (Amytal), etc.
Semi-syntheticnarcotics: diprenorphine,etorphine,
heroin, hydromorphone, and oxycodone.
Sentence:penalty imposed by a courtupon convicted
person.
Sets:smaller, independent unit ofa gang, geographic
in origin.
Sex Girls:an East Coast Hispanic female gang.
SF Skins:San Francisco Skinheads.
Shank:a knife or stabbing instrument.
SHOCAP: SeriousHabitualOffenderComprehensive
Assistance Program.
Shoot:to inject a drug; to shoot a bullet.
Shooting gallery:alleyway, hallway, toilet, or other
places where drugs are injected.
Shot:a drink; an injection.
Simpleassault: attack withoutaweapon resulting
eitherin minor injury(forexample,bruises,black
eyes, cuts, scratches, or swelling) or in undetermined
injury requiring less than two days ofhospitalization.
Also includes attempted assault withouta weapon.
Sin:any offense against ethical standardsor moral
laws.
Skid row:rundown section of a city inhabited bydrunk-
ards living on the street.180
Skinhead(s): young whitesupremacists;person with
short hair; white gang; young KKK members who wear Nazi
and Klan paraphernalia.
Skunk:potent variety of marijuana.
Sleeping pill:barbiturate.
Smack:heroin.
Small arms:firearms designed for hand-held use by one
person.
Snort:to inhale a powdered drug, such as cocaine.
Snow:cocaine crystals; heroin.
Snuff: a preparation of pulverized tobacco that is
inhaled into the nostrils.
Social killing:imposition of the death penalty.
Sociology: scienceorstudyofthedevelopment,
history, and organization of human society.
Sociopath:person who is hostile to society and without
conscience, remorse, or any sense of right and wrong.
Soft drugs:psychologically but not physically addic-
tive drugs such as hashish, marijuana, etc.
Sope:methaqualone capsule.
Sorority: awomen'sstudentorganizationthatis
primarily social and hasa name consisting of Greek
letters.
Source of referral:the agency or individual filing a
complaintwithintake(whichinitiatescourt
processing).181
Speed:nickname for dexedrinesulfate, an amphetamine.
Speedball:cocaine-and-heroin injection.
Speed freak:amphetamine addict.
Splash:amphetamine drug.
Splits:tranquilizers
Spray bombing: graffiti-sprayed territory;territory
claimed by and under theprotection of whoever signed
it, gang-related.
SS:Salem Skins, a Skinheadsgang.
Star dust:cocaine.
Status offender:an act that would not be dealtwith in
a court of law if committed byan adult; using alcoholic
beverages,violating curfew,running away from home,
etc.
Status offenses:acts or conduct whichare offenses
only when committedor engaged in by a juvenile,and
which can be adjudicatedonly by ajuvenile court;
running away;truancy; ungovernability;status liquor
laws violations; curfew,etc.
Stimulants:uppers; drugs which stimulatethe Central
Nervous System;drugs such asamphetamines,cocaine,
caffeine, dexamyl, dexedrine,etc.
Stoned:intoxicated; under theinfluence of alcoholor
drugs.
STP:hallucinogenic drug; phencyclidine.
Stranger: with respecttocrimesentailing direct182
contact between victim and offender, victimizations (or
incidents) are classified as involvingstrangers if the
victim so stated, did not see or recognize theoffender,
or knew the offender only by sight.In crimes involving
a mix of stranger and nonstranger offenders, the events
areclassifiedundernonstranger. Thedistinction
between stranger and nonstranger crimes isnot made for
personal larceny without contact,an offense in which
victims rarely see the offender.
Strawberry:a young woman, usually a prostitute.
Street value:price of drugs charged by on-the-street
pushers to buyers.
Strung out:high on drugs.
Stupor:deadened sensibility; mental apathy.
Subcutaneous injection:an injection made under the
skin.
Substance abuse:refers to overeating, cigarette smok-
ing, alcohol abuse, or drug abuse.
Suburban area: thecounty or counties containing a
central city,plusany contiguous countiesthat are
linked socially and economically to the centralcity.
On data tables, suburban areas are categorizedas those
portions of metropolitan areas situated "Outside central
cities."
Suicidology:study of suicide and its prevention.
susp:suspect; person suspected.183
Synthetic narcotics or opiates: Demerol,methadone,
Empirin compound with codeine,anileridine,Percodan,
etc.
Synthetics:synthetic narcotics.
Systemic analgesics:painkillers affecting the Central
Nervous System; opiates.184
T
Tab:drug-filled capsule or tablet.
Take him out of the box:to kill someone.
Telephone beeper:a pager; a beeper; a device used to
notify a person of an appointment or to calla number;
associated with drug dealers when found on juveniles.
Terpene hydrate:cough syrup containing codeine.
Terrorize: coercethroughintimidation,including
cruelty, threats and acts of violence.
Tetrahydrocannabinol:psychotoxic substance found in
hashish and marijuana.
Tgs:tiny gangsters, usually 9 to 15 years old; baby
gangsters.
the (THC):tetrahydrocannabinol.
Theft: burglary,extortion,hijacking,robbery,and
other offenses sharing the element of larceny.
TheOrder: largesupremacistorganization;white
supremacist.
TheWayInternational: associatedwithaberrant
Christian groups.
Throwaway:juvenile delinquent living in the same city
or place as his or her parents but out of their care or
control.
Throw ups:hand signs that resemble the deaf alphabet;
gang jargon, communication of information or insults by
gangs.185
Toke: to puff,or puff on,a hashish or marijuana
cigarette.
Tools:drug-injection equipment.
Toxic dosage:amount of a drug needed to producesymp-
toms of poisoning.
Toxicologist:scientist dealing with poisons and their
effects.
Toxicomania:drug dependency.
Toxicophobia:abnormal dread of being poisoned.
Toxin:poison.
Trade name:the trademark name or commercialname for a
material, drug, or product.
Traffic in drugs:buy or sell drugs.
TranscendentalMeditation: self-improvementgroup,
labeled as a cult.
Tranquilizer: psychotropicdrug,Thorazine,Valium,
etc.
Tranx:tranquilizer(s).
Trauma:emotional shock resulting from mentalstress or
physical injury.
Trial:examination of issues of fact and law ina case
or controversy.
Trial court:a court in which a dispute or charges is
first presented for resolution, trialwithout a jury.
True crimes: aggravated assault,burglary,murder,
rape, robbery, grand theft, etc.186
Turf:territory.
Turn on:to introduce someone to drugs.187
U
Uchara:a measure of heroin; a spoon of heroin.
UCR's:Uniform Crime Report, compiled by the FBI.
UK:United Kingdom.
URA:United Klans of America.
UKKKK:United Kingdom Ku Klux Klan.
Ultimate crime:murder.
Ultimate drug:cocaine; crack.
Ultimate penalty: death;lifeimprisonment without
parole.
Uncut:undiluted (as a drug).
Underkill:lacking the force needed to defeat or elimi-
nate an enemy.
Under the influence:under the influence of alcohol or
drugs; under the influence of alcoholor a controlled
substance.
Unethical: contrary totherulesorstandardsfor
correct conduct and legitimate practice.
Unfit to plead:mentally incompetent.
Unkie:morphine.
Unification Church: includeselementsfromseveral
religious traditions; Sun Myung Moon founder;a cult.
University:an institution of higher learning offering
courses that lead to a bachelors, masters, or a doctor-
ate degree; contains professional schools, etc.
Unlawful entry:a form of burglary committed by someone188
having no legal right to be on the premises, even though
force is not used.
Up:stimulant drug; under the influence of alcohol or
drugs.
Uppers: slangtermforamphetaminesandsometimes
cocaine.
Upperworld criminals:white-collar criminals.
Uppie:amphetamine pill.
Urban blight:decay observed in metropolitan core areas
where crime often flourishes.
User:one who uses drugs; one who uses handguns, etc.
USMS:United States Marshal's Service.
USSC:United States Supreme Court.
USSS:United States Secret Service.189
- V
Vandal:person who ignorantly, maliciously, or will-
fully defaces, destroys, or mutilates private or public
property.
Vandalism: defacement, destruction,or mutilation of
private or public property.
v & mm:vandalism and malicious mischief.
Veg'ed out:reduced by the action of alcohol or drugs
to a vegetable-like state.
Vendetta:attempt to gain revenge for a wrong done to a
friend, a fellow gangster, or a relative.
Venue:jurisdiction wherein a trial will be held.
Vice:evil conduct; moral corruption; vice squad.
Victim: person who hasendured mental or physical
suffering, loss of property, or death resulting from an
actualorattemptedcriminaloffensecommittedby
another.
Victimal:being or involving a victim, the opposite of
"criminal."
Victimization:a specific criminal act as it affects a
single victim, whether a person or household.In crimi-
nal acts against persons, the number of victimizations
is determined by the number of victims of such acts;
ordinarily,the number of victimizationsissomewhat
higher than the number of incidents because more than
one individual is victimized during certain incidents.190
Each criminal act against a household is assumed to
involve a single victim, the affected household.
Victimization rate: for crimes against persons,the
victimization rate, a measure of occurrenceamong popu-
lation groups at risk, is computedon the basis of the
number of victimizations per 1,000 resident population
age 12 or older.For crimes against households, vic-
timization ratesare calculated on the basis of the
number of incidents per 1,000 households.
Victimize:to perpetrate a crime against a personor
household.
Victimology:study of criminal-victim relationship; the
study of the victimization of society,women, juveniles,
etc.
Violent crime:the most notable examples are aggravated
assault, rape, murder, robbery, etc.
Visible crime:crime that is committed and reported.
Vision-inducing drug:psychedelic drug.
Vulcanized:very intoxicated.
VWP:Victim/Witness Project.191
- W
Waker-upper:drug addict's first injection of the day.
Walk off with:to steal.
Wallet gun:easy-to-conceal wallet-shaped handgun.
Wardship:a ward; a minor placed under the protection
of a court either directly or througha guardian ap-
pointed by the court.
Warrant: legal document authorizing law-enforcement
persons to arrest an individual, search a premise, or
perform any act specified by the warrant.
Weed:marijuana.
Weedhead:hashish or marijuana user.
Wen-chee:gum opium.
Wheels:vehicle(s) used in transporting drugs,persons,
etc.
White:French-manufactured heroin.
White lightning:ethyl alcohol; homemade liquor.
Whites:amphetamine-sulfate tablets.
Withdrawal syndrome:the group of reactions or behavior
that follows abrupt cessation of theuse of a drug upon
whichthebody hasbecomedependent. May include
anxiety,insomnia,perspiration, hot flashes,nausea,
dehydration,tremor, weakness, dizziness, convulsions,
and psychotic behavior.
Whiz bang:cocaine-and-heroin or cocaine-and-morphine
mixture.192
Willful:intentionally causing; without justification.
Windowpane acid:LSD.
Wino:wine addict.
Wired:addicted.
Wired on whites:addicted to benzedrine.
Wolf pack:roving gang of teenagers.
Wolf packing:gang activity.
Wolfsbane:a poison; aconitine nitrate.
Woozy:slightly drunk.
Wrapper:inconspicuous-looking brown paper bag contain-
ing marijuana or other drugs.193
X
X division:branch of society consisting of swindlers
and thieves or other criminals.
Xenophobia: fearorhatredofforeigners,foreign
ideas, and foreign things.
X-17:mortality table.
Xylocaine:trade name of lidocaine, used as a local
anesthetic by dentists and doctors.194
Y
Yakenal:nembutal.
Yellow:nickname for nembutal.
Yellow jackets:barbiturates; nembutal capsules.
Yenpok:cooked opium pill.
Yerba:marijuana.
Yesca:marijuana.
Youthful offender:person adjudicated in criminal court
who may or may not be legally a juvenile but who is
younger than the specified upper age limit for offenders
for whom record-sealing and special correctional treat-
ment are available.
Youthful offender treatment:not a matter of record;
informal treatment.
Youth of Hitler:Skinhead gang; young Skinheads.
Youthploitation: exploitationofyoungstersor
juveniles.
Yuppies:Young Urban Professionals.195
Z
Z:an ounce of a narcotic.
Zacatecas purple:purplish marijuana grown in Mexico.
Zamal:hashish.
Zelda:straightlaced female.
Zen:nickname for LSD.
Zero:Japanese gang.
Zonker:alcoholic.
Zonk oneself:commit suicide.
Zoo:police station.
Z-table:mortality table.
Zuch:an informer.
ZUF:Zapata Urban Front, a Mexican terrorist group.